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Open Evening 

Autumn Open Week 

Thursday 28th September 2017 

Monday 9th October until 

from 5:30pm until 8:30pm 

Friday 13th October 2017 

Welcome speech by Headteacher 5:30pm and 6:30pm 

Tour Times 9am and 10:45am 

No appointment necessary 

Piease book an appointment - openweek@meopham.kent.sch.uk 















































TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DlYretailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors.uk.com 


2 Week ending September 24, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 









Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Will Ukip survive to 
fight another election? 


OF all the political parties, perhaps 
none divides opinion quite so 
strongly as Ukip. 

Apparently capable of luring 
support from left and right of the 
political divide, it has always found 
something of a fertile ground in Kent. 
Or, at least, it did before the EU 
referendum result which it had been 
so successful in putting at the top of 
the political agenda. Unfortunately 
for it, the result also managed to 
prick its fragile bubble of success and 
sent it flying this way and that like a 
rapidly deflating balloon. 

This week it is to unveil not 
only a new brand, but a new 
leader too. It will, surely, be a 
case of make or break for a 
party which in this county 
established itself as the 
second biggest player behind 
the seemingly ever dominant 
Conservatives. 

In truth, it is hard to see 
how it can ever 
recover the ground 
it has lost in such 
dramatic style. 


Even those who once extolled its 
virtues so publicly have opted to leap 
ship like the proverbial rats. Mark 
Reckless’ ability to live up to his name 
by resigning his Tory seat in Roches¬ 
ter and Douglas Carswell’s ill-fated 
stint as Ukip’s one and only MP, must 
all look like rather misguided 
decisions today as they ponder the 
next step in their political careers. 

The political landscape in recent 
years has become nigh on impossible 
to predict. From Trump to Brexit to 
Corbyn, it seems all previous rules no 
longer apply. And that, in truth, does 
make for a situation where we 
have all had to become more 
engaged. Which can surely be 
no bad thing. 

Ukip knows it was the 
driver of Brexit and for that it 
will either be celebrated or 
castigated over the coming 
years. The big question for the 
purple party is whether it 
will be in any way 
relevant when we 
make that 
decision. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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LWAuction Services 
Wholesale Fine Jewellery 
& Watch Auctioneers 




‘Auction Live NOW’ 

Buying & Selling? 

Viewing day Monday 25th September 

Get in touch 


Tel: 
email: 
visit us: 
or: 


01227 811720 

enquiries@lwauctionservices.co.uk 

www.lwauctionservices.co.uk 

www.the-saleroom.com 


By appointment only: Canterbury Innovation Centre, University Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7FG 
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Smash on M25 kills one 
and shuts road for hours 



MOTORWAY: Anti-clockwise stretch was at a standstill for much of Friday morning 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A recovery truck driver in his 50s 
was killed on the M2 5 on Friday in 
a major smash that left a huge 
chunk of the motorway closed for 
most of the day. 

The entire anti-clockwise 
carriageway of the road was closed 
for more than six hours between 
junction 5 for the M2 6 and 
junction 4 for Orpington following 
the smash at around 6.15am. 

Although there was a phased 
re-opening of lanes throughout the 
day, with all lanes re-opened by 
around 2pm, the huge backlog of 
traffic did not clear for several more 
hours. 

It brought chaos to motorists 
using the road who found them¬ 
selves stuck in non-moving traffic 
for several hours. 

One told KoS: “I left my home in 
Maidstone at about 6.30am for a 
meeting in London at 9am, but 
spent two hours completely stuck 
before I was able to turn around 
and head home - meeting comfort¬ 
ably missed.” 

Police confirmed a green Scania 
articulated lorry smashed into the 


recovery truck driver and his white 
Iveco vehicle as it was attending to 
a broken down vehicle on the hard 
shoulder of the motorway. 

The victim, from Chatham, was 
declared dead at the scene. 

A spokesman for Kent Police 
explained: “He was not inside his 
vehicle at the time of the incident. 

“Witnesses who have not yet 
spoken to police are urged to 
contact the serious collision 
investigation unit on 01622 


798538 quoting reference 
DM/212/17.” 

A 42-year-old man from 
Gravesend was, at the time of going 
to press on Friday afternoon, in 
custody after being arrested on 
suspicion of causing death by 
careless driving. 

The death follows a crash earlier 
this week in Wrotham in which a 
24-year-old man was killed 
following a smash between a car 
and a lorry on Gravesend Road at 


around 1pm on Tuesday. 

Named locally as Tom Greening, 
the victim was rushed to Darent 
Valley Hospital but died later of his 
injuries. 

A police car was “in the vicinity” 
of the crash, Kent Police have 
confirmed, with a spokesperson 
adding: “The matter has been 
referred to the Independent Police 
Complains Commission, as is 
mandatory practice in such 
circumstances.” 


EU citizen fear of MP 
who warns hospital 
may be forced to close 


THE OEQM Hospital in Margate 
would shut if EU citizens are forced to 
leave after Brexit, an MP has 
warned. 

Sir Roger Gale fears the UK 
economy “would not survive” if the 
right measures are not put in place to 
permit not only skilled but “semi and 
unskilled labour” to enter the UK. 

His colleagues around the county 
have also expressed fears on the 
impact of a bad Brexit deal, with 
Helen Whately concerned that farms 
in her constituency of Faversham and 
Mid Kent would go out of business 
without access to seasonal labour. 

Speaking in a Commons debate on 
the rights of UK nationals in the EU, 
the Thanet North MP said: “I am 
acutely aware of the importance of 
the EU nationals employed in my 
constituency. 

“If the EU citizens among the 
ancillary staff in the QEQM hospital 
- never mind the highly qualified 
consultants and others - were to 
leave, the hospital would shut. 


“If we removed the equivalent staff 
from local care homes they would shut. 

“If the Lithuanian bakers from 
Speciality Breads, an award-winning 
local company, were to leave, that 
business would have great difficulty 
finding replacements for them. 

“The largest greenhouse complex 
in Europe [Thanet Earth] is in my 
constituency. They grow tomatoes 
hydroponically. 

“Those tomatoes are harvested 
largely by Poles and Romanians. 
Why? Because despite my requests 
and the company’s best endeavours 
they cannot recruit British labour to 
do the job, not because of costs but 
because it is hard work and there are 
not enough people willing to do it. 

“There are necessary people - not 
merely the highly qualified and the 
skilled but the semi-skilled and the 
unskilled - from the EU and beyond 
who work, live, enjoy life and pay 
taxes in this country and without 
most of those people the UK economy 
would not survive.” 


Teen charged over Parsons 
Green tube terror attack 


THE 18-year-old man arrested at 
the Port of Dover last weekend has 
been charged in connection with 
the Parsons Green tube train 
terrorist attack. 

Ahmed Hassan, from Sunbury in 
Surrey was arrested at 7.50am last 
Saturday at the Kent port. 

It came just hours after a device 
exploded on a train in west London 
last Friday. 


He has been charged with 
attempting to murder persons 
travelling on a District Line train 
from Wimbledon, contrary to 
section 1(1) Criminal Attempts Act 
1981 and maliciously caused by 
triacetone triperoxide (TATP) or 
other explosive substance an 
explosion of a nature likely to 
endanger life or to cause serious 
injury to property. 


Tory council leader to retire 
after 14 years at the helm 


PAUL Watkins will retire as leader 
of Dover District Council and step 
down as a ward councillor at the 
end of next week. 

The Conservative councillor has 
led the local authority since 2003, 
making him one of the longest 
serving council leaders in the 
county. 

He first joined the town hall as a 
ward councillor for Lower Walmer 


in 1983 and since 1999 has 
represented St Margaret 's-at- Cliffe. 

He also served as chairman of 
the council from 1989 to 1992. 

Cllr Watkins said: 1 ‘Now is the 
right time to pass the baton on to 
someone new to lead the council 
into its next phase, including an 
Electoral Commission review of 
the number of elected members, 
and the local elections in 2019.’ ’ 
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County town's local plan approval postponed 


A CRUNCH meeting where council chiefs were set to 
rubber-stamp a controversial document which sets out 
Maidstone’s development over the next 15 years has 
been postponed after MPs voiced concerns. 

The borough council’s leader, Fran Wilson, and chief 
executive, Alison Broom, met with Helen Whately on 
Tuesday after the Faversham and Mid Kent MP urged 


communities secretary Sajid Javid to delay the formal 
adoption of the plan ahead of a planned full council 
meeting on September 27. 

Mrs Whately wrote to the minister, supported by 
neighbouring MP Helen Grant, fearing the local 
authority’s proposals would create “lasting damage to 
villages and countryside” around the county town. 


Student found dead just 
24 hours after arriving 
for uni’s freshers’ week 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


AN INVESTIGATION has been 
launched after the death of a student 
during freshers’ week at the Univer¬ 
sity of Kent. 

It is believed the 18-year-old wom¬ 
an was spending her first night in 
the halls of residence at the Canter¬ 
bury campus when she died. 

Police say they are not treating 
the death as suspicious and that her 
family have been informed. 

A coroner’s inquiry will now take 
place to determine the cause of her 
death. Her body was discovered last 
Sunday morning, less than 24 hours 
after she arrived on campus. 

A spokesman for the university 
said: “We can confirm the death of a 
female first year student at our Can¬ 
terbury campus on September 17. 

“Police are not treating the death 
as suspicious. Next of kin have been 
informed and support is available for 
students and staff. Our thoughts are 
with the family at this difficult time.” 



PROBE: University of Kent 

Molly Hope, culture editor of the 
university’s student newspaper, In- 
Quire, was working as a welcome 
helper. 

She explained: “We were moving 
everyone in, it was a really positive 


and happy experience on Saturday. 
We arrived Sunday morning to con¬ 
tinue helping students moving in 
but there were ambulances and po¬ 
lice cars outside of Tyler Court. 

“We were informed that there had 
been an incident and access to the 
flat in question was blocked off. We 
were told to move aside as the ambu¬ 
lance crew left the premises. Shaken 
students started coming out of their 
rooms and we had to calm them 
down. It was a sombre morning giv¬ 
en how excited students usually are 
when they start their time at uni.” 

A spokesman for Kent Police said: 
“We were called at 8.37am on Sun¬ 
day to residential accommodation 
on the University of Kent campus, 
Canterbury, following a report a per¬ 
son had died. 

“Officers and the South East Coast 
Ambulance Service attended the 
scene where a woman in her late 
teens was confirmed dead. 

“Her death is not being treated as 
suspicious. “Next of kin are aware 
and a report will now be prepared for 
the coroner.” 



GUILTY: James Clarke 


Killer is jailed 
for setting fire 
to his own flat 


AN 80-year-old released from prison 
after being convicted of murder is back 
behind bars after being sent down for 
three years for starting a fire at his 
home in Maidstone. 

Pensioner James Clarke caused tens of 
thousands of pounds worth of damage 
when he started the fire on the bed of 
his third floor flat in James Whatman 
Way on April 30. 

When the alarm was raised, Clarke 
told emergency crews he had deliber¬ 
ately caused the fire. 

Clarke was immediately recalled to 
prison, having breached a life licence 
imposed following a previous conviction 
in 1990 for murder. 

Appearing before Maidstone Crown 
Court, he admitted a charge of arson 
being reckless as to whether life was 
endangered. He was sentenced this 
week to three years and four months. 

Detective sergeant Neil Martin said: 
“The building in which Clarke lived also 
housed a large number of sheltered 
accommodation residents, mainly 
elderly and vulnerable people. They all 
had to be evacuated and Clarke’s 
incredibly reckless actions put their lives 
at risk, as well as his own. 

“Although no one was injured, Clarke 
presents a significant risk of causing 
serious harm.” 


Labour youth officer in 
pro-North Korea row 

YOUTH officer of the Canterbury Constituency 
Labour Party has caused a stir on Twitter by 
claiming she’d “rather have solidarity with North 
Korea than the USA”. 

Sarah Cundy, 18, who is also chair of Canter¬ 
bury Momentum, the grassroots Jeremy Corbyn- 
supporting campaign, made the statement in an 
exchange of tweets with a politics blogger. 

The Simon Langton Grammar student, who has 
since apologised for the comments, had been 
criticised for displaying the North Korean flag in 
her Twitter biography - a reference she has 
subsequently removed. 

In a series of posts, Miss Cundy said: “I have 
solidarity with countries willing to stand up to 
imperialism. I do not endorse their strikes over 
Japan but three million Korean people were killed 
in the Korean War by America, I’d rather have 
solidarity with DPRK than the USA.” 

Labour MP for Canterbury Rosie Duffield 
declined to comment. 


Decision day looms 
for M20 junction 10a 

A DECISION on plans for a new junction on the M20 in 
Ashford is due within weeks. 

Proposals for junction 10a, just 700m east of the 
existing junction 10, went out to consultation last year, 
and have been in the pipeline for around a decade. 

It is designed to help relieve the strain on the 
current junction and serve the major new develop¬ 
ments - both residential and commercial - being 
created around the town. 

It will use two bridges and connect to the existing 
A20 and a new dual carriageway link road built to the 
712070 near Sevington. 

Now the planning inspectorate - the government 
office which deals with all major infrastructure 
planning applications - has issued a report of 
recommendation to transport secretary Chris 
Grayling, who has until December 1 to decide 
whether to give the project the green light. 

Highways bosses then aim to begin work in 
January, with an estimated completion date of May 
2020 . 


£3.2bn resort agrees 
clipper service route 

A DEAL to provide direct river bus services to the 
proposed entertainment resort on the Swanscombe 
Peninsula has been struck. 

London Resort Company Holdings, the developers 
behind the planned £3.2bn theme park, has reached 
a memorandum of understanding with MBNA 
Thames Clippers, which recently successfully trialled 
a service from Gravesend into the capital. 

Bosses anticipate up to 10 per cent of the antici¬ 
pated 15 million annual visitors will make use of the 
fast ferries. 

Details of the services will be finalised closer to the 
opening of the resort - currently scheduled for 2023 
- but include linking the resort with Tilbury and Grays 
to south of the river and central London, with an 
opportunity for MBNA Thames Clippers to deliver a 
'park and ferry’ service from Tilbury docks. 

Humphrey Percy, CEO ofLRCH, said: “This is a 
crucial part of our strategy to make as much use of 
the Thames as we can in order to provide access to 
the London Resort away from local roads.’ ’ 
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Police chief hints force could 
work with paedophile hunters 



LURE : Those seeking children for sexual gratification are often trapped online 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE UK’s lead police officer on child protec¬ 
tion has said forces will “potentially” have to 
look at working with so-called paedophile 
hunters. 

Senior officers have previously said vigi¬ 
lante groups such as The Hunted One, which 
operates across Kent and south east London, 
could put child abuse investigations at risk. 

But figures obtained by the BBC show an 
increase in the number of cases where evi¬ 
dence gathered by paedophile hunters is be¬ 
ing used. 

More than 44 per cent (114 of 259) cases of 
the crime of meeting a child following sexual 
grooming used this evidence in 2016, com¬ 
pared to 20 out of 176 cases in 2014 (11.3 
per cent). 

Chief constable Simon Bailey, the national 
lead for child protection at the National Po¬ 
lice Chiefs’ Council, told the BBC: “These 
vigilante groups are putting the lives of chil¬ 
dren at risk. 

“I’m not going to condone these groups 
and I would encourage them all to stop, but I 
recognise that I am not winning that con¬ 
versation. I think working with vigilantes is 
something we’re going to have to potentially 
have to look at, yes, but it comes with some 


real complexity.” 

A sting operation by a group known as 
The Hunted One descended into violence as 
they ambushed a man who sent sexual mes¬ 
sages to a decoy account. 

Their target, Mirza Beg, 29, was jailed at 
Maidstone Crown Court in August for 40 
months after he turned up with condoms at 
the Bluewater Shopping Centre in Green- 
hithe, near Dartford, believing he was meet¬ 
ing a 14-year-old girl. 

Mr Bailey warned that paedophile hunt¬ 


ers’ activities could hamper existing police 
operations. 

“I don’t encourage or condone the activi¬ 
ties of these paedophile hunters, because 
we only ever hear of the cases where they 
believe it has gone well. 

“They don’t take into consideration the 
safeguarding risks to children, the impli¬ 
cations of a failed operation or the compro¬ 
mise of one of our own operations. 

“So I don’t believe that vigilantes are the 
answer to this problem.” 


Britain First leaders 
face court hearing 

BRITAIN First leader and deputy leader Paul 
Golding and Jayda Fransen will appear before 
Medway magistrates on October 17 charged with 
regliously aggravated harassment. 

They were arrested in May as police investi¬ 
gated leaflets handed out around Thanet and 
Canterbury and a video posted online during the 
trial of four men who were later found guilty of 
rape. Both have been bailed. 

Finalist in seafood 
restaurant awards 

ROCKSALT in Folkestone is on the shortlist to be 
named Seafood Restaurant of the Year. 

It must now hope to impress the judges as they 
cast their critical eye over the final finalists in the 
contest organised by seafood industry champion 
Seafish and industry magazine The Caterer. 

The winner will be announced next month. 


Garden city's 700th 

THE 700th home at Ebbsfleet Garden City has 
been completed. 

Ebbsfleet Development Corporation interim 
chief executive Paul Spooner said: “There has 
been a remarkable step change with seven major 
housebuilders now on site and hundreds of new 
completions being achieved.” 

A total of 703 properties are now ready. 


CANTERBURY 
CA-ti. Uxt)r»A 


FOR BOVS AGED 7 & 8 
11 th NOVEMBER 2017 

ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOME AT ANY TIME 



Substantial scholarships are awarded 
and choristers benefit from an all-round 
excellent education at St Edmund's 
School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, David Flood, 
is always pleased to meet and advise 
parents and their sons. 


For further details please telephone 

01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 
@No1 Cathedral 


Westenhanger Auction Galleries 

The Auction House, Station House, 
Stone Street Westenhanger 
Hythe Kent CT21 4HX 

Tel: 01303 813545 or 07779 995 117 
Email: thehogbens@btinternet.com 


OCTOBER 

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES, STAMPS AND COINS 
CLOCKS & WATCHES CAMERAS, GOLD SILVER AND 
PLATED ITEMS, COSTUME JEWELLERY, VINTAGE AND 
ANTIQUE JEWELLERY 

LOTS WANTED 
AUCTION SALE OCT 15TH 

Antiques, Art Collectables, Vintage Wine & Port Whisky, 

Vintage and antique Jewellery, Gold silver 
We now offer the best SELLERS selling rates in Kent 
We achieve auction sell rate of over 90% of all lots entered 
Why use the rest when you can have the best. 

Free Valuations weekdays 9.30 -3.30 


NOW OFFERING LIVE BIDDING IN EVERY AUCTION. 
MAKING SURE YOUR LOTS GO TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDERS 
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Theatre hikes security levels 
after Parsons Green attack 



BOSSES at Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre have urged visitors to be 
extra vigilant in the wake of the 
recent terror attack at Parsons 
Green. 

Following the explosion on the 
tube last Friday, the threat level 
was temporarily raised from 
‘severe’ to ‘critical’ and the theatre 
announced it was introducing 
additional security measures. 

The threat level has subsequently 
been reduced but the Marlowe has 
reassured visitors that robust 
arrangements remain in place. 

General manger Paula Gillespie 
said: “We have developed our 
theatre’s security policies in 
accordance with the advice given 
to managers of public spaces by 
Kent Police and the National 
Counter Terrorism Office (NCTO). 


These policies are regularly 
reviewed by our management 
team. 

“Our staff are trained to monitor 
and report suspicious activity and 
in the operational procedures we’ve 


been advised to put in place to 
ensure the safety of our audiences. 

“We ask our audiences to report 
any suspicious activity and ensure 
that they keep their personal 
belongings with them at all times.” 


Thanet could lose 20 of its 
councillors in shake-up 


SOME 20 councillor jobs in 
Thanet could be axed under 
new proposals. 

The district council’s 
boundary and electoral 
arrangements working party 
meets next week to discuss the 
plans to reduce the number of 
councillors from 56 to 36. 

It comes after plans to create 
a single district council across 
east Kent - including Canter¬ 
bury, Dover and Shepway - 
were scrapped back in March. 

Both Canterbury and 
Shepway have since undertak¬ 
en electoral reviews to reduce 
the number of councillors and 
Dover has also signed up to one. 

The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for 
England (LGBCE) undertake 
these reviews on behalf of 
councils to ensure that there is 


an equality of democratic 
representation across the area 
that council represents. 

A report issued to councillors 
says: “The changes as a result 
of an electoral review are 
generally implemented at the 
next set of elections, as the 
review takes approximately a 
year to complete these would be 
the May 2019 elections. 

“We have been informally 
advised by the LGBCE that to 
start any later than now and it 
would not be possible to complete 
the review prior to May 2019 and 
so any changes required would 
then most likely not be imple¬ 
mented until May 2023.” 

After scrutiny at next 
Wednesday’s meeting, the 
report will then be considered 
by the full council at its meeting 
on October 12. 


Duo on prison charge 

TWO men will appear before court next 
month after being charged with a conspira¬ 
cy to throw drugs and mobile phones over a 
wall and into a Maidstone prison. 

They were arrested after plain clothes 
officers reported suspicious behaviour in 
County Road. They’ll appear on October 20. 


Civic centre plans talk 

ANYONE wanting to know more about the 
proposed development of the civic centre in 
Tunbridge Wells can discuss the issue with 
council staff this week. 

A drop-in event will take place in the cafe 
at the Calverly Grounds on Thursday from 
10.30am to noon. 


Pets killed in cattery fire 

SEVEN cats and a dog were killed after a 
fire broke out in a cattery in the early hours 
of Saturday morning. 

Emergency crews were called to the 
scene in Corporation Street, Rochester, just 
before 4am. No one else is believed to have 
been injured. 


'Money mules' warning 

YOUNG people are being warned to resist 
temptation and avoid becoming illegal 
‘money mules’ if offered large amounts of 
cash from strangers. 

Police are keen to ensure people do not 
unwittingly become complicit in money¬ 
laundering offences. 



OAKS 


SUTTON VALENCE, KENT 

AN EXCLUSIVE GATED DEVELOPMENT 
OF 5 BEDROOM DETACHED LUXURY HOMES 
BUILT TO THE HIGHEST SPECIFICATION 


PRICES FROM £975,000 


SHOW HOME OPEN: 
THURSDAY TO MONDAY 
FROM 10AM - 4PM 


TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT CALL 
020 7205 2450 OR EMAIL SALES@NEWCOURT.CO.UK 

www.newcourt.co.uk 

BEAUTIFUL DESIGN, EXCLUSIVE LOCATIONS 


NEWCOURT 


_London • 

Evening 
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RAIDED: Seven ambulances were targeted after being parked in Ramsgate last weekend 


E mergency crews were 
once again counting the 
cost and warning of a loss of 
life, after crooks broke into 
seven ambulances in Than- 
et and stole life-saving defibrillators. 

All ambulances were targeted 
overnight last Sunday while they 
were parked at Thanet Ambulance 
Station in Haine Road, Ramsgate. 

It is just the latest in a string of 
crimes across Kent and the south east 
where crooks have saved the devices 
which can kick-start the heart after a 
medical emergency. 

Detective sergeant Simon Harrold 
said officers were pursuing a number 
of lines of enquiry. 

He said: “It appears that the thieves 
levered the back doors of the ambu¬ 
lances open to gain access to the defi¬ 
brillators. 

“Thefts like this put lives at risk be¬ 
cause these ambulances cannot oper¬ 
ate fully and provide an emergency 
service without these vital pieces of 
equipment.” 

Detectives believe the offenders 
would have needed a vehicle to trans¬ 
port the defibrillators as they are bulky 
items weighing around 10 kilos each. 

Det sgt Harrold added: “We are 
urging anyone with information 


about the thefts, or who saw suspi¬ 
cious activity in the area on Sunday 
night, to contact us. 

“We would also like to hear from 
anyone who has seen or been offered 
second-hand defibrillators for sale.” 

Thefts of defibrillators are on the 
rise across the country because they 
have a high resale value. 

Det sgt Harrold added: “We urge 


organisations looking for second¬ 
hand defibrillators to always ask for 
the serial numbers first so they can 
check they are legitimate.” 

SECAmb operating unit manager 
for Thanet, Giovanni Mazza, said: 
“Following on from other thefts 
across our region in recent months, 
lives have once again been put at risk 
by this disgraceful act targeting vital 


life-saving equipment. We are work¬ 
ing closely with police following the 
theft from Thanet and would urge 
anyone with any information what¬ 
soever to come forward.” 

Anyone with information about the 
thefts is asked to phone Kent Police on 
01843 222289 or Kent Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 quot¬ 
ing reference number 18-0166. 


Court date set 
for Molly case 

THE man accused of killing a 
University of Kent student in a 
shopping centre car park appeared in 
court on Monday. 

Molly McLaren, 23, was stabbed to 
death outside Dockside Shopping 
Centre in Chatham in June. 

Joshua Stimpson, 25, and of High 
Street in Wouldham, Rochester, was 
charged with her murder the day 
after the attack and will next appear 
on December 1. 

Hundreds of people attended the 
colourful funeral of Miss McLaren, 
from Cobham, at Gravesend 
Crematorium last month. 

Crooks steal 
war medals 

A NUMBER of medals from the First 
World War were among items stolen 
in a burglary in Parkwood Close, 
Tunbridge Wells last weekend. 

The two missing medals had ‘Pte 
AJ Benham’ and ‘G/95374 Middlesex 
Regiment’ inscribed on them. 

Detective constable Jerry Chap¬ 
man said: “I am very keen to track 
down the person responsible but also 
to reunite the victim with the medals 
earned by her late grandfather.” 



Medical Negligence Claim? 


Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


ri 


Thank you so muc 
my claim 
helpful, explaining everything 
Nothing was 
too much trouble 


help c 


for all you 


for compensation. You were 

when I didn't 


wouldn't hesitate to 
come to you if I need a 
solicitor in the future 


That’s Girlings Personal 
Injury Claims for you. 


KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 

C a) 0845 222 1999 

Q girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 

SOLICITORS 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


4-day Coach Trip to 
Ilfracombe £166 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and 
old-world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and 
pubs give it a vibrant 'continental' feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £166... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the 
pretty village of Appledore and then on to the 
historic market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and 
Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 

dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. The 
railway is a listed monument and is one of the area's most popular tourist attractions. A return 
ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels Beaches are just 1 minute walk away 
and the Landmark Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This family run Hotel offers 
good food, regular evening entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 6th October £166 
Price includes: 3 nights hotel D/B/B basis plus coach travel with trips 
out as shown. Single room supplement £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: 

GBTOURS ^ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

FREE HOLIDAY DRAW. Every month someone wins a holiday for two 
worth up to £400pp. To be included email freeholidav@cibtours.com 
with your name , address and phone number. Good Luck! 
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Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Ilfracombe. No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same coach, same 
driver throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 
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Court Mount Park, Birchington & 
Bluebell Woods, Canterbury... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Exceptionally luxurious homes available now for immediate 
occupation, each with fully integrated kitchens 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure, private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 
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STOP PRESS! 

Ready now at 
Bluebell Woods, 
Canterbury 
the Prestige Sonata n, 
32’ x 20’ - £169,950 

Coming in 
November at 
Court Mount 
the Omar 
bespoke special. 

32’x 20’- £173,000 

Coming in 
November to 
Bluebell Woods 
The Prestige Minuet, 
40’ x 10’ - £92,000 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


Park Home Living with Saunders Park Homes 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 
Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 
Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 0BU 
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MISSION : Protestors targeted the vessel as it attempted to dock at Sheerness, forcing it out while they raised awareness of their environmental fears. Picture: KRISTIAN BUUS/GREENPEACE 


Greenpeace target VW car ship 
as it tries to deliver to Sheemess 

Luke May on the dramatic events in the Thames Estuary this week as part of diesel vehicles protest 


ENVIRONMENTAL activists 

slammed the brakes on a 
23,000-tonne car carrier heading to 
docks on Sheppey this week as part of 
a major protest over emissions. 

Greenpeace targeted the cargo ship 
which was heading to Sheerness to 
deposit hundreds of vehicles by Ger¬ 
man manufacturer Volkswagen 
(VW). 

The firm ignited the ire of environ¬ 
ment groups two years ago when it 
was found to have fitted software to 
its diesel cars to allow them to pass 
stringent emission tests. 

It is thought they were applied to 
some 11 million vehicles worldwide - 
including 1.2 million in the UK. 

A team from Greenpeace, using 
kayaks and boats, reached the vessel 
in the Thames Estuary at about 
8.30am on Thursday. 

They climbed on board and were 
hanging from the ship’s 27m-high 
unloading door, pledging to remain 
until Volkswagen “takes its toxic cars 
back to Germany”. 

While on the door they unfurled a 
huge banner which read ‘ditch die¬ 
sel’. 

The ship was eventually forced to 
turn around and sailed to Margate 
where it anchored overnight and into 
Friday with the Greenpeace cam¬ 
paigners still on board. 

VW insist the ship was primarily 
carrying petrol models, along with 



HIT: The poster draped off the back 
of the boat as it sailed down estuary 

nearly 40 plug-in hybrid electric cars. 

Meanwhile, at the same time, a 
number of activists used ladders to 
gain access to the secure car storage 
area at Sheerness port where thou¬ 
sands of VWs are kept before they are 
distributed to UK suppliers. 

They were attempting to immobi¬ 
lise the diesel models by removing the 
keys and were labelling engines with 
messages calling on them to cut 
emissions and consider the impact on 
the environment. 

Two protestors stayed overnight. 

Areeba Hamid, clean air cam¬ 



PARKED: Keys of cars found in secure parking unit at the port which 
protestors removed on Thursday Picture: JIRIREZAC/GREENPEACE 


paigner at Greenpeace, said: “Two of 
our climbers have been arrested after 
blocking this VW toxic cargo for 
hours, but another team immobilised 
thousands of VW diesels at the port. 
Our volunteers have stepped in and 
put their freedom on the line to do 
what our government and regulators 
have failed to do - protect our health 
from toxic pollution. 

“We will keep putting pressure on 
VW until it takes responsibility for its 
role in our air pollution crisis and 
ditches dirty diesel for good.” 

One of the activists, support worker 
Janet Barker, 38, from Powys, said: 
“Diesel cars are toxic, so we’re here to 
block VW imports on behalf of all of 
the children who are the most acute¬ 
ly affected by the health impacts of 
diesel fumes. 

“VW’s polluting vehicles are add¬ 
ing to a public health emergency 
harming thousands of people.” 

Volkswagen issued a statement 
saying the diesel cars on the ship 
meet the latest air pollution regula¬ 
tions. 

It read: “The ship contains a varie¬ 
ty of Volkswagen Group vehicles, in¬ 
cluding petrol, diesel and plug-in hy¬ 
brid models. The diesel vehicles, 
which are the subject of the protest, 
meet strict Euro-6 standards.” 

The government announced in 
July that new diesel and petrol cars 
and vans will be banned from 2040 


as part of efforts to tackle air pollu¬ 
tion. 

A spokesperson from Peel Ports, 
which runs the site, said: “We can 
confirm that Greenpeace protesters 
have illegally entered secure areas of 
the Port of Sheerness. These areas are 
restricted to ensure that UK border 
security is preserved and we protect 
the safety of our customers and em¬ 
ployees working on the port. We are 
working with the police, Greenpeace 


and Volkswagen to resolve the situa¬ 
tion. The safety of the protesters and 
employees, whilst safeguarding the 
marine environment, remains our 
principal priority.” 

It is not the first time Greenpeace 
has been active in the county. Ten 
years ago campaigners climbed up 
the power station at Kingsnorth as 
part of a high profile protest against 
the building of coal-fired power sta¬ 
tions in Hoo. 
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Ribbon cut 
as the £70m 
A21 dualling 
is completed 

Some thought they’d never see the day 
but finally one of the most notoriously 
busy roads in Kent has been expanded 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@archant.co.uk 


IT had been discussed for years but on 
Thursday the upgraded A21 between 
Tonbridge and Pembury was finally 
fully re-opened - albeit some nine 
months behind schedule. 

One of the county’s most notorious 
traffic blackspots, it is hoped the du¬ 
alling of the stretch will enhance the 
journey times of some 35,000 motor¬ 
ists who use the road every day. 

The road is one of the main arteries 
into Tunbridge Wells, and it was 
thanks to relentless pressure from 
politicians in the town and from 
County Hall which finally saw the 
government give the go-ahead to the 
£69.7 million project. 


It had initially been shelved after 
the coalition government’s spending 
review in 2010 before being adopted 
once again three years later. 

It is hoped it will help speed up 
journeys, improve safety, reduce con¬ 
gestion and boost the economy with 
businesses previously complaining of 
losing thousands of pounds in delays 
as a consequence of the jams that 
built up there day and night. 

Highways England regional invest¬ 
ment programme director David 
Haimes said: “This is another missing 
link in the country’s road network 
filled in. 

“For decades, the single carriage¬ 
way section of the A21 between Ton- 
bridge and Pembury has been a 
source of daily congestion, delaying 
drivers and frustrating business who 
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SNIP: Tonbridge MP Tom Tugendhat joined children and VIPs to officially open the road on Thursday afternoon 


depend on the road. That changes 
now.” 

Sections of the road may still close 
for short periods over the coming 
months as final work on issues such 
as landscaping an the construction of 
the Blackhurst Lane footbridge is 
completed. 

Two new junctions have been built 
as part of the project, plus dedicated 
new facilities for pedestrians, eques¬ 
trians and cyclists. 

Cutting the ribbon was Tonbridge 
MP Tom Tugendhat. He said: “For 
decades this road has suffered from 
severe congestion and the new route 
should mean that such frequent de¬ 
lays are a thing of the past. 

“This has been a major project, 
with work taking over three years, 
but I am delighted that it is now com¬ 
plete. This is an important project in 
achieving greater connections be¬ 
tween our communities and I’m 
thankful to all the residents in local 
towns and villages who have had to 
deal with the impact during con¬ 
struction. 

“I was pleased to be joined by repre¬ 
sentatives from Highways England, 
Balfour Beatty, Kent County Council 
and Tonbridge and Mailing and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells Borough Councils. This 
would not have happened without 


them.” 

However, the project has not been 
without its controversy, with an area 
of ancient woodland having to be de¬ 
stroyed to create the space for the ad¬ 
ditional lanes. 

Highways chiefs said the area 
would be relocated, but that has not 
sat well with those opposed to it. 

Oliver Newham is from the Wood¬ 
land Trust. He explained: “Whilst we 
recognise the need for improvements 
to the road infrastructure there’s no 
getting away from the loss of nine 
hectares of irreplaceable ancient 
woodland. 

“Highways England claims the 
works are a positive example of 
‘translocation’ of ancient woodland 
soil, a measure for which there is no 
evidence of success. 

“It’s vitally important that future 
traffic solutions in Kent work in har¬ 
mony with the natural environment, 
not against it. Tunnelling, junction 
improvements, public transport in¬ 
vestment and road realignment must 
be prioritised over a build first, think 
later outcome. 

“Studies show the woods contained 
more than 1,000 species of fungi, 10 
species of ladybird, 24 species of bee 
and at least 13 species of butterfly. 

“We all need to remember ancient 


woodland is rare, precious and really 
is irreplaceable. 

“Its intrinsic value to the natural 
environment is something upon 
which no price can be levied.” 

Highways England said the project 
team had taken great care to protect 
the nearby environment and that 
some 18 hectares of new woodland 
was created, double what was actu¬ 
ally needed for construction, using 
cutting-edge translocation tech¬ 
niques, to preserve its ecological 
make up. 

They added that new areas of 
heathland have also been created 
and an ancient barn carefully taken 
down to be reconstructed and pre¬ 
served at a heritage museum. 

As well as improving the road, a 
new path along the A21 has been 
completed. Kent County Council will 
provide additional links to Tonbridge 
railway station and the Tunbridge 
Wells Hospital at Pembury. 

The building work had started in 
the spring of 2015, and has been 
gradually opened in phases for use by 
drivers in the past few months. That 
started with a new flyover at Long- 
field Road in July. The road layout has 
also been improved for properties 
along the A21 with a new junction to 
provide safer access. 



ROUTE : The section of the road which has been upgraded 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 


Over 61,000 customers! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 
£1,512 £9„ 

C WINDOWS 


Our. 


Limited 


low On! 


...Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


£1,890(SV„ 

WINDOWS 


£2,268 (39a, 
WINDOWS 
646 <£9., 


BEFORE 




WINDOWS 


Convert your 
conservatory into a 
usable all year round 
sun-porch with the 


£1,891 

WINDOWS 


£2,364,-°%, 

WINDOWS 


ftaextra\ 

£100 off 

on production , 
L of this advert* A 


£2,836» 

WINDOWS 


I £3,309» 

Ail inclusive at tiffing. survey- guarantee & indudes 
Ptikinglon Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which Is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 36 years of 

beautiful Windows-Guaranteed 

0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


a hatfio winnows 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pflkfngton Optlwhlte" (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass”* OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

iPfllf 

NcfavMfesacCRBc 


Hurry: 

Offers end 

23T” SEPTEMBER 
2017 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634 294 696 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday • Saturday 9am • 5pm 
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Factory awarded British Safely Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 19B4 


2 Roman Square. Sittingboume 
13 towficki Street, Dartford 

20 Might Street Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road. Strood. 5 

01634 826 238 -Www.supaglazi11g.e0m R 5 
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FOR £0 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct Debit 
and SAVE up to 71% 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and 
get 12 issues for £31.05 - SAVING 25% 

EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


Visit www.subscriptionsave.co.uk to view our T&Cs 


Is Bolton the 
man with a 
plan for Ukip’s 
revitalisation? 


Ukip has been on a rollercoaster ride in recent 
years with incredible highs but now finds itself 
in a low. We speak to one of the candidates who 
is hoping to be crowned leader when the party 
unveils its new look at its annual conference 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


KIP has “a moral duty” to deliver a 
successful Brexit, the Kent man 
vying to become the party’s new 
leader has claimed. 

Bookmakers have rapidly 
slashed odds on Henry Bolton being elected 
the new head of Ukip at the party’s annual 
conference in Torquay next week. 

A former police officer and security expert, 
Mr Bolton currently lives in Folkestone, and 
stood in last year’s Kent police and crime com¬ 
missioner election, finishing second behind 
Matthew Scott of the Conservatives. 

However, it has been a turbulent 15 months 
for Ukip following the vote to leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union last June - with tales of defections, 
infighting, crushing election losses and some¬ 
thing of an identity crisis which leaves many 
wondering what exactly is the point of its con¬ 
tinued existence. 

In Kent it has enjoyed success in recent 
years, claiming control of its first ever council 
in Thanet back in 2015, and becoming the 
main party of opposition on Kent County 
Council two years earlier - though its repre¬ 
sentation at County Hall was completely 
wiped out when voters returned to the polls in 
May. 

The county has of course also been home to 
one Nigel Farage, who, for now at least, will 
not be returning as the face of the party. 

Speaking to KoS as his leadership campaign 
slowly begins to wind down, Mr Bolton, who is 
currently fourth-favourite with the bookies, 
was confident he was the best person to make 
Ukip relevant again. 

“I don’t think anybody outside the party will 
be putting money on me because I don’t have 
as much of a political following outside the 
party as some of the other candidates,” he said. 

“I think I’m going to do better than fourth. 

“If you look at John Rees-Evans and Anne 
Marie Waters, they have got a massive online 
presence which has been established over time 
that is way in excess of membership numbers. 

“But a lot of their following is not members 
- from our analysis of the supportive com¬ 
ments for Anne Marie Waters, only six per 
cent are from members, which brings her 
right down. 

“I’ve been to hustings where the person 
chairing it said ‘I am supporting you and so is 
everybody else’ and they burst out in applause 


- there’s a huge amount of support.” 

Mr Bolton’s CV is virtually bulging at the 
seams, having previously worked alongside 
the United Nations and the White House, and 
claims his vast breadth of experience gives 
him a headstart over his rivals. 

“None of the others have got the experience 
of leading in terms of motivating, driving the 
support of an organisation and none have the 
organisational leadership that I’ve got,” he 
said. 

“Some of my opponents say that they are the 
only ones who will truly change the party. 

“Anne Marie Waters says she will ‘tell the 
truth about Islam’ and John Rees-Evans will 
bring direct democracy [where members vote 
on policy initiatives]. 

“These are niche but revolutionary ideas. 
But does the party want to go down either 
route? I don’t think so. 

“They are making themselves different but I 
am saying we should focus on delivering the 
things we always wanted to - namely a suc¬ 
cessful Brexit. 

“We have dropped the ball on that and we 
need to pick it up again. Ukip went to radio si¬ 
lence, the general election was a bit of a car 
crash campaign and since then we have done 
just about nothing. 

“Someone asked me how I was going to deal 
with the fact the media aren’t reporting on us, 
but have we done anything? We have gone 
quiet. 

“We have got a government that is compro¬ 
mising Brexit already. 

“We have seen it in proposals for defence co¬ 
operation, it seems increasingly likely that 
there is going to be a significant payment to 
the EU, there’s a question mark over fisheries 

- there are all sorts of areas in which we may 
end up with a bit of a fudged Brexit. 

“Then we had the discussions over the with¬ 
drawal bill last week - Ukip should be all over 
that, it’s a crucial piece of legislation.” 

Of course, some would argue just how much 
of an influence the party can have without 
any parliamentary representation whatsoev¬ 
er. 

Needless to say dad-of-three Mr Bolton, 
whose wife famously gave birth to daughter 
Victoria on a high-speed Southeastern train 
last year, disagrees with those claims. 

He said: “We brought about the referendum 
with next-to-no MPs. Influence is power, it’s 
not all about bums on green seats in Westmin¬ 
ster. 
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CHANGE : Henry Bolton, left, is hoping to follow in Nigel Farage’s footsteps. But did not rate Chris Wells’, pictured to 
right of Mr Farage above, leadership of the party’s only district council in Thanet. Picture above: ADY KERRY 


“Everybody has acknowledged we are leaving 
the customs union - Michel Barnier, Jean 
Claude Juncker, Theresa May, David Davis, even 
Jeremy Corbyn and Keir Starmer - so why are 
we still moving ahead with 32 per cent cuts in 
the border force? 

“Leaving the customs union implies we will 
have to do more work on our borders. There’s a 
real lack of strategic overview and thinking go¬ 
ing on - we have failed to plan and prepare. 

“We need to be shouting loud and clear that 


the government is missing something here. We 
have a moral responsibility to make sure Brexit 
is a success for everybody.” 

In order to get itself crucial votes once again, 
Ukip is undergoing something of a rebrand, 
which will be unveiled next week. 

It is understood the purple colours will re¬ 
main, but the logo may change, while Mr Bolton 
also hopes to change wider perception of the 
party. 

Ms Waters has proved a controversial figure 


for her public criticism of Islam, and her inclu¬ 
sion on the ballot paper has prompted warnings 
that she could split the party, with 18 of the 20 
Ukip MEPs reported to be ready to quit if she 
wins. 

Speaking of his opponent, Mr Bolton said: 
“Anne Marie Waters is a passionate and highly 
effective campaigner, but if you want to deliver 
anything you have to be credible. 

“If Ukip goes down the route of being anti-Is¬ 
lam, it won’t be able to deliver on Brexit. 


“She doesn’t provide solutions. If she were to 
totally ‘get it’, that you need to have more politi¬ 
cal acumen if you are going to make progress, 
she could be highly effective in the future. 

“There are Muslims who have laid down their 
lives for this country and Muslims who are pas¬ 
sionate believers in Britain - to paint them all 
with the same brush is absolutely unfair, un¬ 
helpful and unproductive. 

“But the issues she raises are not irrelevant - 
Continued on page 16 
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Old Prince of Orange 




SAUCY SOPHIE 

FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER 

DRAG SHOW 

FIRST FRIDAY MONTHLY 

FREE ENTRY 

All draft beers £2.75 a pint 
from 7 to 8pm 

40S 

TRIBUTE NIGHT 

SATURDAY 28TH OCTOBER 



HALLOWEEN 
PARTY 

4th November 

children in the afternoon and Rocky 
Horror evening party for the night 

24th November 

Rockabilly tribute night 

15th December 

Abba tribute night 

riA 22nd December 

Movie tunes party 

w 23rd December 

Barry Gibb & Bee Gees tribute 


SUNDAY 

LUNCH 

FROM 12PM-6PM 

£6.95 


CHECK OUT OUR 
FACE BOOK PAGE 
FOR ALL OUR EVENTS 
TO CHRISTMAS 

THIRD WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT 

to fund Eleanor house 


LAST WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

GRAVESEND PAGANS 
HAVE THEIR MOOT 


EVERY TUESDAY AND 
SUNDAY 

CASH POKER NIGHTS 

COME TRY YOUR LUCK 


OFFER 

CRAFT PINT 
£2.00 

WITH VOUCHER 


Old Prince of Orange 

1 Old Road East 

GRAVESEND | 

Kent 

DA 12 1NJ 01474 365753 
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DECISION: The resort of Torquay, best known for hotelier Basil Fawlty, will be the venue where Ukip selects its new leader next week 


we face a risk of jihadi Islam and a threat to 
our way of life by the sheer weight of numbers 
that come in from foreign culture and it’s our 
fault for failing to manage it.” 

Kent’s association with Ukip has been strong 
in recent years, and not just because of Mr 
Bolton and Mr Farage, who unsuccessfully 
stood for parliament in South Thanet in 
2015. 

On a visit to Margate earlier this year, then- 
leader Paul Nuttall described the town as “the 
heart of Ukip” while Diane James, the leader 
who notoriously lasted only 18 days in the job, 
also has roots in the county having attended 
school in Rochester. 

On why the party has traditionally proved 
popular in the south east, Mr Bolton said: “Ukip 
does well in coastal communities, which I think 
is because of our position on fishing, and we do 
well in areas that are traditionally British. 

“In Kent, with the Weald, the Battle of Britain 
and the White Cliffs, they all contribute towards 
that overall context. 

“It’s also been on the frontline - we’ve seen 
more immigrants jumping out of lorries.” 

He is not, however, as enthusiastic about the 
job done by Chris Wells at Thanet District Coun¬ 
cil over the last two years, and saved particular 
criticism for alleged broken promises over Man- 
ston Airport. 

“So many times political parties get them¬ 
selves elected saying they will do this and that 
and then just don’t deliver. 

“When it comes to Manston, I understand 
there are some commercial sensitivities around 
it, however Chris Wells should realise he is not 
just the leader of the council but the leader of the 
community and has a responsibility to keep 
them informed as to what is happening and 
why. 

“You cannot maintain trust if you are deliver¬ 
ing little and not communicating with people. I 
am afraid he has not covered himself or the par¬ 
ty in glory. 

“One of my leadership objectives is better 


preparation of candidates for being in office. We 
have failed to ensure candidates are of the best 
calibre and there has been a breakdown of stra¬ 
tegic communication. 

“What I would like to see him do is start talk¬ 
ing to people. If he doesn’t do that I suspect 
Thanet is going to be disastrous in the local gov¬ 
ernment elections.” 

Pushed on whether he thought Cllr Wells 
should step down, he said: “Every day that goes 
past makes it harder. 

“But there’s still a solid base in Thanet and I 
think even if we take a massive hit next time 
around, there is still something to build on.” 

The council leader said in response: “I wish 
him well in the forthcoming leadership election, 
in many ways he has good qualities for the role. 

“He also has other candidates to beat and 
seems to be desperately seeking headlines to 
shore up his campaign. 


“Real political leadership is about being hon¬ 
est with the electorate on important issues. 

“Manston has been a political football since 
before the general election of 2015.1 suggest 
Mr Bolton looks closely at the facts rather 
than trotting out campaign myths about Man¬ 
ston. The chief myth surrounds the capacity of 
RiverOak to deliver what they claim in their vol¬ 
umes of suspect reasoning and half truth fore¬ 
cast. 

“As for election predictions, Thanet is doing 
neither better nor worse than Ukip nationally, 
generally because of national issues and a lead¬ 
ership crisis. 

“Mr Bolton may be keen to do the job, but it 
sounds like he is already getting his excuses in 
for coming electoral failure, which is not the 
best reason to vote for any leadership candidate. 

“Any time he wants to listen to the truth, on 
Manston, Ukip nationally, and perhaps hear a 


few home truths on understanding local gov¬ 
ernment, I am available. 

“And have had that sort of excellent working 
relationship with every other leader to date.” 

Mr Bolton is clearly confident in his abilities 
as a leader, and laughed off suggestions he too 
would fail to last the distance, were he to be cho¬ 
sen for the top job. 

“You have to have a thick skin. As a former 
police officer I have that - I’ve been assaulted, 
spat on and called every name under the sun,” 
he said. 

“I spent 27 months in Helmand, in which 
time the US marine corps battle group changed 
over five times. I was in the same place while the 
US felt it could only keep troops there for six 
months. 

“I’m resilient and I’ve got the determination 
and the courage required.” 

The leadership vote is this coming Friday. 


AUTUMN KEna 

BREAK £349 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 


LOCH AWE HOTEL 

ARGYLLSHIRE 


TripAdvisor 

(f©®®®®© 


THURSDAY 2 nd NOVEMBER 


A 8 day coach holiday staying at our 
Loch Awe Hotel. There will be an excursion 
everyday including Oban, Crieff including 
a visit to a Whisky Distillery, Dunoon, 
Tighnabruaich, Inveraray, Cruachan 
Power Station, Fort William, Glencoe 

6 Rannoch Moor. 

TOUR INCLUDES_ 

7 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. 
Excursions. 


Gillingham, Chatham, Rochester, Strood, Gravesend, 
Northfleet, Dartford, Birchanger Services 


LOCHS.COM 
01389 713713 


LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


LOCHS & GLENS HOLIDAYS, SCHOOL ROAD, GARTOCHARN, G83 8RW 


For more Job 
Opportunities 

visit us online at... 



.co.uk 


IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 
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Dozens left 
homeless as 
blaze rips 
through flats 

Community rallies around in style as 
more than 100 firefighters tackle major 
blaze at Holborough Lakes in Snodland 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


S NODLAND’S “overwhelm¬ 
ing” community response 
has been hailed after a fire 
ripped through a block of 
flats in Holborough Lakes 
last weekend. 

At its height, more than 100 fire¬ 
fighters were called to the three- 
storey building which contains 22 
flats at Pollyfield Close on Saturday 
morning. 

While nobody was killed in the 
blaze, dozens of people now find 
themselves homeless, with many 
residents claiming everything they 
own was destroyed in the inferno. 

The cause of the fire is unknown 
at this stage but it is not believed to 
be suspicious. It is understood to 
have started on the third floor but 
the extent of the damage has hin¬ 
dered attempts to locate the cause. 

However, the response of the local 
community has been unanimously 
praised, after thousands of pounds 
was raised in a matter of hours on¬ 
line to support those affected, while 
many others donated clothes and 
food, and cafes offered victims hot 
dinners free of charge. 

Snodland town councillor Paul 
Hickmott told us: “We’re all quite 
shocked by it. Although there were 
no fatalities, most people have lost 
everything. 

“Local people have been collect¬ 
ing stuff for them, there’s a collec¬ 
tion box in the local Co-op and cafe. 

“They still need to identify the 
cause of the fire but it all has to be 
repaired which will take a long time 
so I don’t think they’ll be moving 
back in a hurry.” 

The town’s MP, the Conservative 
minister Tracey Crouch, spent sev¬ 
eral hours on the site of the blaze on 
Saturday. 

She said: “The response to the in¬ 
cident from the fire brigade was ab¬ 
solutely first rate with at one point 
over 15 appliances in attendance. 

“It appears 22 apartments were 
affected but everyone got out safe 
and are accounted for. 

“Berkeley Homes, their managing 
agents, RMG (Residential Manage¬ 
ment Group) and Tonbridge & Mailing 


Borough Council were on site very 
early and have ensured all affected 
residents are being supported. 

“I met some residents and most 
are with family or friends and oth¬ 
ers have been placed in hotel ac¬ 
commodation. 

“The response from the commu¬ 
nity, individuals and organisations, 
and volunteer groups like the Red 
Cross was incredible and people’s 
donations came in so thick and fast 
that a request went out for no more. 

“The emergency services were be¬ 
ing well looked after too with food 
and refreshments. 

“Thank you to all those who have 
been in touch to offer help and sup¬ 
port. Everyone really appreciates it. 

“One fireman said ‘y° u must be 
really proud of the community’...yes 
I am but also of him and his col¬ 
leagues. 

“My primary responsibilities will 
kick in a bit down the road when 
those affected inevitably find them¬ 
selves facing challenges from the 
administrative issues that arise 
from events like this. 

“But in the meantime it was reas¬ 
suring to see those affected being 
dealt with quickly by all the relevant 
organisations and agencies and 
supported practically and emotion¬ 
ally by the wider community.” 

Following a similar blaze at the 
Tannery in Canterbury back in 
2015, and indeed the Grenfell Tower 
tragedy in west London earlier this 
summer, there were calls for sprin¬ 
klers to be installed on site. 

Indeed in the aftermath of the 
Grenfell disaster, Canterbury coun¬ 
cillors unanimously backed a mo¬ 
tion for them to be fitted as part of 
the redevelopment of the block 
when they met in July. 

However, bosses at Town & Coun¬ 
try Housing stood firm and insisted 
they would not fit the devices, de¬ 
spite efforts to “shame” them into 
doing so. 

When pushed on whether sprin¬ 
klers should have been installed at 
the Snodland flats, however, coun¬ 
cillors remained coy. 

“The way the flats are built and 
the way it was dealt with shows it 
comes up to regulations,” Cllr Hick¬ 
mott said. 

“You are not going to stop some¬ 



GK53CLF 


AFTER: Fire crews examine the damage of the blaze which ripped through the building last Saturday. Remarkably 
no one was hurt. Picture: PA 


thing burning. I’m not ruling sprin¬ 
klers out totally but we need to see 
what the cause was first, up to now 
it appears to meet regulations.” 

Fellow councillor Debbie Alford- 
Smith added: “It’s been overwhelm¬ 
ing. In Canterbury it took two years 
to have things rebuilt and have peo¬ 
ple permanently rehoused. 

“I obviously hope it’s a quicker 
process but I am well aware it has to 
go through the correct procedures. 

“I just hope in the short terms that 
these people get the support and 
help they need, not just physical 
items, but having people to talk to.” 

A spokesperson for Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service said: “The fire inves¬ 
tigation by KFRS following the fire 
at Holborough Lakes, Snodland at 
the weekend is ongoing. 

“This will include gaining evi¬ 
dence from any witnesses as well as 
excavating the fire scene, where this 
is possible, and there is remaining 
evidence to gather. 

“At this moment within the inves¬ 
tigation we do not believe there are 
any suspicious circumstances.” 



FLAMES: The fire took hold quickly. Picture: @B33tlebum 
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Furniture World 

RECLINER FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 


11-16 Royal Star Arcade, 
Maidstone, ME14 1JL 

Tel: 01622 296680 


3 DAY STOCK CLEARANCE EVENT 

29th September ~ 1 st October 


Event opening hours: Friday & Saturday 08: 


LA-Z-BOY BALTIMORE STORAGE 
STOOL in Ashton Dove Fabric 

ONLY £125 WAS £219 


MANUAL RECLINER CHAIR 
ONLY £249 WAS £799.99 


LA-Z-BOY BALTIMORE FIXED 
CHAIR in Ashton Dove Fabric 

only £369 


MARDEN 2 SEAT MANUAL 
RECLINER SOFA 

ONLY £399 WAS £1169.99 


RIVERHEAD MANUAL FAUX 
LEATHER RECLINER CHAIR 

ONLY £199 WAS £599.99 


SANTIAGO TRUFFLE COLOUR | 
RECLINER CHAIR & STOOL 

ONLY £179 WAS £399.99 


BONNIGTON 3 PIECE SUITE 3 SEAT 
FIXED SOFA & 2X FIXED CHAIRS 

ONLY £995 WAS £1499 


FURNICO TOWNLEY STATIC 
3 SEAT SOFA in Montana 
Brushstrokes Oatmeal Fabric 

ONLY £595 


-18:00 Sunday 10:00 -16: 


MARDEN RISE AND 
RECLINE CHAIR 

ONLY £399 WAS £799.99 
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Furniture World 

RECLINER FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 


Opening hours 
(Monday - Saturday 9-5 
and Sunday Closed) 


UP TO 70% OFF 


All clearance items must be sold 
off to make way for new ranges 


IMMEDIATE FREE DELIVERY 






LA-Z-BOY NASHVILLE 
POWER RECLINER CHAIR 

in D Grade Coffee Leather 

ONLY £745 



rr 

ter 

III. 

L I 


\ f 

, - fc -. 


LA-Z-BOY GEORGIA POWER 
RECLINER 3 SEAT SOFA 

in Alpine Mocha Fabric 

ONLY £899 WAS £1599 



RECLINER 3 SEAT SOFA 

in B Grade Grey Leather 

ONLY £849 WAS £1749 



LA-Z-BOY ORLANDO POWER 
RECLINER 3 SEAT SOFA 

in A Grade Black Leather 

ONLY £899 WAS £1899 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


www.upholsterybrands.co.uk 


Week ending September 24, 2017 19 


















































Second hospital trust CEO quits 

Glenn Douglas confirmed he is resigning from his post as chief of Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 
NHS Trust this week. It comes just days after CEO of the east Kent trust also revealed he’s leaving 



CHANGE : Glenn Douglas will become chief executive of STP 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


T WO of Kent’s four hospital 
trusts are now without a 
permanent leader after the 
CEO of Maidstone and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells NHS Trust 
quit his post to take up a new role. 

Glenn Douglas had been chief ex¬ 
ecutive since 2007 and had overseen 
the opening of the Tunbridge Wells 
Hospital at Pembury in 2011. 

But this week he was appointed 
chief executive of the Kent and Med¬ 
way Sustainability and Transforma¬ 
tion Partnership - a body set up last 
year to oversee development of a so- 
called masterplan for health and so¬ 
cial care across the county. 

The plan, which is set to go out to 
public consultation after Christmas, 
outlines proposals to allow people to 
be treated nearer their own homes to 
help reduce the strain on hospital 
services, which in some areas of the 
county have been described as at 
breaking point. 

Mr Douglas had been working as 
the partnership’s senior responsible 
officer, but only on a part-time basis 
in conjunction with his role at MTW. 

His departure comes just days after 
Matthew Kershaw sensationally an¬ 
nounced he was to leave East Kent 


Hospitals University NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust to take up a post at a think- 
tank, meaning only the trusts in 
Medway and Dartford and Grave- 
sham have an established chief in 
place. 

Mr Douglas said: “I am delighted to 
be taking on this role full-time. Our 
plans to work together across health 
and social care to improve services 
for people in Kent and Medway are 
starting to take shape. 

“Doctors, nurses and other health 
professionals, alongside social care 
practitioners and health and local 
authority leaders in Kent and Med¬ 
way, have a clear and exciting ambi¬ 
tion. 

“We want to improve health and 
wellbeing, reduce health inequalities 
between different areas in our re¬ 
gion, improve the quality of services 
so people get better clinical outcomes 
and patient experience, and create a 
sustainable system within the avail¬ 
able resources, most importantly 
staff and funds. 

“My role is to ensure we develop de¬ 
tailed plans and deliver this ambition 
successfully, in partnership with our 
staff and local people. 

“It is with some sadness that I leave 
my current role. My time at Maid¬ 
stone and Tunbridge Wells NHS 
Trust has been extremely rewarding. 


“However, I know the trust will 
continue to go from strength to 
strength, as well as remaining a key 
partner in the wider Kent and Med¬ 
way health and care plans for the fu¬ 
ture.” 

Felicity Cox, NHS England director 
of commissioning operations for the 
south east, said: “Across the country, 
health and social care systems have 
started to work in more collaborative 
ways to improve care for local people. 

“Bringing together partners from 
across the NHS, as well as local au¬ 
thorities, voluntary and community 
sectors, requires significant focus, 
commitment and dedicated leader¬ 
ship. 

“Glenn’s appointment to this full¬ 
time role will strengthen what can be 
achieved for the people of Kent and 
Medway.” 

MTW chairman David Highton 
confirmed Jim Lusby, who previously 
worked as portfolio director at what 
is now known as NHS Improvement, 
with responsibility for oversight of 
NHS trusts in the south east, had 
been appointed acting CEO, and in¬ 
sisted patient wellbeing remained an 
absolute priority for the trust. 

Mr Lusby said: “We are an ambi¬ 
tious organisation and have the po¬ 
tential to be among the best provid¬ 
ers of hospital care. 


“My aim over the coming months 
is to help MTW realise its potential by 
continuing to ensure we do every¬ 
thing we can to provide the highest 


possible standards of patient care.” 

The trust says a recruitment proc¬ 
ess will be carried out to appoint a 
permanent CEO in due course. 


6 ISSUES/: 

FOR £0 

Each issue brings you great 
features on the people, places, food 
and drink, and events that make 
life in your local area special 



Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct Debit and SAVE up to 71% 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 12 issues for £31.05 - SAVING 25% 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www.subsave.co.uk/kentnews 01858 438840 quoting lmmmay7b 


Visit www.subscriptionsave.co.uk to view our T&Cs 
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Water firm top for complaints 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


O NE of Kent’s biggest water 
suppliers has been told by 
a utilities watchdog it 
must improve after rack¬ 
ing up the most written 
complaints of any water company in 
the country for the fifth year in a row. 

Annual figures published this week 
by the Consumer Council for Water 


(CCWater) show Southern Water re¬ 
duced its written complaints to 8,733 
from 15,797 the previous year - a 
drop of some 45 per cent - but is still 
under pressure as the worst perform¬ 
ing water company. 

Southern also reported a 54 per 
cent increase in ‘unwanted contacts’, 
where its customers had to pick up 
the phone to resolve an issue. 

The company has attributed this to 
a review of its internal recording 
processes. 


Sir Tony Redmond, London and 
south east chair for CCWater, said: 
“We are encouraged by Southern’s 
improvement but its performance re¬ 
mains poor in comparison to the rest 
of the industry. 

“There is a lot more work to be done 
by the company.” 

Southern Water’s chief customer 
officer, Simon Oates, said: “I am 
pleased we are the most improved 
company across the industry in terms 
of achieving the largest reduction in 


written complaints. 

“Despite this 45 per cent reduction 
we are still at the foot of the industry 
league tables, so we’ll continue to work 
closely with our colleagues at CCWater 
to drive forward further improvements 
and move up the rankings. 

“Our teams have worked so hard 
over the last year and we are all com¬ 
mitted to continuing to improve re¬ 
sponsiveness and focus more on 
meeting the individual needs of our 
customers. 


“We’ve carried out a thorough re¬ 
view to ensure we can make it easier 
to do business with us - whether it’s 
online, face-to-face or over the phone. 

“This includes making significant 
improvements to our website and 
customer contact centre. 

“We want to reassure our custom¬ 
ers we’re building on the significant 
improvements we have already made, 
and bringing our performance up to 
the standard they quite rightly expect 
from us.” 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



TIME TO TRANSFORM EYE HEALTH 


The Royal National Institute of Blind People 
(RNIB) and Specsavers are urging people to have 
regular eye tests to help maintain and protect 
their sight. 

Research* commissioned by the charity and 
high street opticians has revealed that one in five 
people will live with sight loss in their lifetime, 
despite at least half of all cases being avoidable. 
With nearly six million people in the UK 
currently living with sight-threatening 
conditions, nearly every family in Britain is 
touched by sight problems in some way. 

While sight is the nations most precious sense 
by far, with 78% of people polled saying it is the 
one they would least like to lose, a quarter of UK 
adults are still risking avoidable sight loss by not 
having had an eye test in the past 2 years. 

Of those who had not been for an eye test during 
that time period, 33% did not think that there 
was anything wrong with their eyes, while 24% 
said that they just didn’t have the time. 

Specsavers believes that eye care should be 
accessible to everyone. Specsavers Healthcall 
offers a free NHS sight test at home and a 
comprehensive home eye care service to those 
who cannot visit a store unaccompanied. 

As with all Specsavers staff, the home visiting 
teams are becoming Dementia Friends to help 
people with dementia recognise sight loss. The 
research reveals that only one in three people 
who qualify for a home visit are aware of the 
service. It is vital that, in an ageing society, we 
meet the needs of these vulnerable people and 
increase awareness. 


Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson Dr Nigel Best 
said: ‘Some people are waiting until they 
experience sight loss before booking an eye test, 
which means they are potentially preventing their 
optician from detecting signs of eye health 
problems or other medical issues at an early stage. 
Early intervention is vital in the management and 
successful treatment of many conditions.’ 

RNIB acting CEO Sally Harvey added: ‘We would 
encourage anyone who has put off going for an 
eye test to book one at the earliest opportunity.’ 

* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers 
and RNIB 23rd June - 7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK 
adults aged 18+. 




HERE 

IS MORE 

TO AN EYE 

TEST THAN 

JUST THIS 


Eye tests check more than your vision. 
They can also keep your eyes healthy 
and detect a range of health conditions. 

At least 50% of sight loss is avoidable. 


Book an eye test 
atspecsavers.co.uk 

Transforming eye health 


Source: RNIB and Specsavers State of the Nation Eye Health 2017: A Year in Review. A regular test is at least once every two years. ©2017 Specsavers. 
All rights reserved. 
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Fears of Brexit as 
apple pickers shrink 

Shortage of migrant workers could spell major problems for 
our farmers as top fruit growers start to harvest bumper crop 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE number of migrant 
workers picking fruit on 
Kent farms is down by 
around a fifth on last year, 
a grower has claimed. 
September typically marks the 
start of the top fruit season where ap¬ 
ples and pears are finally harvested 
after months of cultivation. 

However, farmers have faced par¬ 
ticular challenges this year, with the 
weather often conspiring against 
them, as well as the uncertain cli¬ 
mate that lies ahead in a post-EU 
Britain looming large. 

One of the major issues facing Kent 
after Brexit is the access to labour 
from overseas, with Thanet North 
MP Sir Roger Gale warning the 
QEOM Hospital in Margate will shut 
if EU citizens are forced to leave (see 
page 5). 

His Conservative colleague Helen 
Whately, who represents Faversham 
and Mid Kent, has also claimed many 


of the county’s farms would be at risk 
of going out of business if they failed 
to secure access to seasonal workers 
once Britain is out of the EU. 

James Simpson, of the Tonbridge- 
based grower, Adrian Scripps, told 
KoS how a need to pick apples and 
pears earlier in the year was having a 
knock-on effect. 

“Last year was a late season and 
we didn’t start picking until mid-Sep¬ 
tember, whereas this year we’re now 
nearly finished,” he said. 

“It’s probably come about two 
weeks earlier which has put us under 
a little bit of pressure. The late varie¬ 
ties don’t get later but the early ones 
get earlier. 

“A number of workers come in ear¬ 
ly in April and May to pick soft fruit 
and then move on to top fruit. 

“Early on there were reasonably 
good numbers for strawberries and 
they took a phenomenal crop for 
which they only just had enough 
staff to do that. 

“So they earned very good money 
and got plenty of overtime, so when it 
came to top fruit season, many had 


felt they’d earned enough and wanted 
to return home, so we are finding far 
fewer people transferring to top fruit. 

“We have seen fewer arrive. Previ¬ 
ously farms had a waiting list of staff, 
but this year they’re either far short¬ 
er lists or they don’t exist at all. 

“That’s in part related to earnings 
at home and partly because of the ex¬ 
change rate. As sterling has weak¬ 
ened, other currencies have strength¬ 
ened and so it’s made it less attractive. 

“But what we can honestly say is 
many of the workers would prefer to 
come to the UK because they are 
treated well.” 

The government has remained coy 
over how agriculture will access sea¬ 
sonal labour from overseas after 
Brexit, which has caused must frus¬ 
tration from within the industry. 

Mr Simpson said: “Most farms are 
getting by this year but it’s a struggle 
and they’re certainly short in some 
areas, on average there’s probably a 
20 per cent shortage in workers. 

“The issue next year is that it’s the 
last year that we have freedom of 
movement, so there’s only one crop 



LABOUR: There are concerns over recruiting pickers post Brexit 
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Royal Military School 
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www.bishopchallonerschool.com to pre-register 


Bishop Challoner School 
. Shortlands 

A Catholic Independent School for Girls & Boys 3-18 Years 
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Open Morning 

Saturday 30th September 2017 

9.00am -1.00pm 

Scholarships A vailable Welcoming All Faiths 
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GROWTH: Kent is expected to deliver around 70 per cent of the nation’s apple harvest this year. 


left and we usually book labour well 
in advance. 

“Of course, we are hoping the gov¬ 
ernment will give us access to labour 
because it’s not just an agricultural 
problem, in hospitality and the 
health service there’s going to be a 
shortage of staff. 

“There’s confidence with most 
growers that there will be something 
in the short-term, perhaps open bor¬ 
ders for two years, and that we’re not 
going to go off a cliff immediately, but 
we’re still heading towards that cliff. 

“We’ve had meetings with minis¬ 
ters and there hasn’t been a lot of 
clarity. We are at such a crucial stage 
of negotiations and the EU wins eve¬ 
ry negotiation so we’re rather fear¬ 
ful.” 

Access to labour hasn’t been the 
only challenge facing growers in 
Kent this year, however, with a series 
of sharp frosts in April and May pre¬ 
senting their own range of difficul¬ 
ties for producers. 

If there are problems here, there 
are problems across the country, 
with Kent typically producing 
around two-thirds of the entire na¬ 
tion’s harvest. 

“The big issue always centres 
around weather,” Mr Simpson said. 

“We rarely moan about it and get 
on with it but essentially we had a se¬ 
ries of quite severe frosts, which can 
kill fruit - it’s no different to the effect 
on roses in your garden. 

“Cox were particularly badly af¬ 
fected, the national crop is down 30 
per cent on what we ordinarily ex¬ 
pect. 

“But it’s variable, some farms have 
none at all, some have a full crop, it 
just depends where it hits.” 

Gala and Bramley varieties have 


also been affected, although while 
the external appearance of some has 
suffered, growers insist the quality of 
taste and flavour remains. 

With frosts and hailstorms severe¬ 
ly impacting growth in the West 
Country, farmers anticipate Kent’s 
contribution to increase this year, 
providing close to 70 per cent of the 
total apples produced. 

Despite the challenges, industry 
chiefs are remaining positive, with 
new research from English Apples & 
Pears, which organises and promotes 


the industry, saying nine out of 10 
shoppers who expressed a preference 
said they would buy British apples 
whenever possible. 

Chief executive Steven Munday 
said: “This is a huge vote of confi¬ 
dence for British growers. 

“As Brexit beckons, it appears 
shoppers here are actively support¬ 
ing British produce and, in particu¬ 
lar, that they are looking for British 
apples in the shops.” 

To tap into rising demand for Brit¬ 
ish apples, UK growers will be unveil¬ 


ing a new sticker to be placed on mil¬ 
lions of apples and packs nationwide, 
helping consumers to identify and 
buy British apples easily in stores. 

Mr Munday added: “We’re looking 
to Britain’s retailers to support the 
country’s apple growers by using our 
logo on pack and at point of sale. 

“In our survey, better display and 
identification of apples as British in 
the shops were also key concerns for 
consumers, who said they would buy 
more apples if they could easily see 
that they come from Britain.” 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

^3 01634 232048 d 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 




Register Now! 

Visit: www.hokh.org/events 

Tel: 01622 790195 

Email: fundraising@hokh.co.uk 

Q Heart of Kent Hospice Q @heartofkenthosp #HOKHCyclo 


Sunday 8 October 2017 

Starting at 

East Mailing Research Centre 


Heart 
of Kent 

Hospice 


104km, 65km or 36km chip timed road cycle 


Get pedalling in support of Heart of Kent Hospice 
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THINNER’S A WINNER IN WORKTOPS 

J1qmU& MilLheti ejyoicuMA the, O^ma® a diuwiincj, new* I&qJz. .. 


O rigina® is the fancy-sounding name 
TREND Transformations applies 

to its kitchen worktop and bathroom 
surfaces. It’s beautiful, tough, durable 
and much thinner than other materials 
like granite, marble, engineered stone or 
solid synthetics, but equals or exceeds 
them in technical performance terms. To 
prove it, TREND Transformations offers an 
unrivalled lifetime material warranty. So, 
with the millionth Origina® already installed 
worldwide, what makes this distinctive 
material a winner in the kitchen and 
bathroom? 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

Agglomerate is at least two-thirds 
lighter than other materials, so needs 
less reinforcement and can be installed 
vertically and horizontally. 

SLIMLINE - produced and fully sealed 
only a quarter of an inch thick, it fits right 
on top of existing surfaces without adding 
depth or substance. 


TOUGHER - the slimline profile doesn’t 
compromise strength and, unlike granite 
slab, Origina® survives the dropped 
bowling ball test without breaking. 
LASTING - TREND Transformations’ 
Origina® retains its luxurious good looks 
for so long, it is guaranteed against a 
lifetime of wear and tear. 

EASYCARE - unlike granite, marble and 
engineered stone, which need regular 
sealing and maintenance, Origina® just 
requires a wipe over with a damp cloth. 
RESISTANT - Origina® is certificated to 
be highly resistant to liquids, chemicals, 
scratches, impact and burns and is harder 
than natural materials. 

GREENER - made using a high 
percentage of recycled content like post¬ 
consumer glass and recovered granite and 
quartz, Origina® is green by design. 


AFFORDABLE - Origina® is fitted over 
existing worktops and other surfaces, 
making it cheaper, easier and less 
disruptive to install, with less waste. 
VERSATILE - fit it on top of worktops, 
vanities or wash stands, on floors, 
stairways and pool surrounds, as 
splashbacks, shower liners and panels. 
BEAUTIFUL - made with Italian granite, 
quartz or recycled glass, it’s beautiful in 
black, refined in earthen tones, brilliant 
in white and bold in primary colours. But 
perhaps the biggest appeal of TREND 
Transformations Origina® is that it will be 
measured-up, made off-site and installed 
by our factory in Tunbridge Wells. What’s 
more, the expert, factory-trained fitters 
ensure a consistently high standard of 
workmanship and provide final proof that 
thinner’s a winner. 
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To talk your ideas through with an interior design consultant, visit your nearest TREND Transformations showroom. 

TREND Transformations 

Find our main showroom inside Nottcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court Shopping Village,Bearsted Road Maidstone ME14 5LH 
Or, see our display inside Wyevale Garden Centre, Stour Business Park, Ashford Road, near Canterbury CT4 7HF 

01622 469541 



Find us online at: trend-transformations.co.uk/maidstone 
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Rejected in a roundabout way 

It may not be enough to slam the brakes on the £102m scheme to revamp the Stockbury Roundabout 
off the M2, but Swale councillors threw a spanner in the works when it voted to reject the proposal 


v 



BLOW: Councillors at Swale Borough Council, offices pictured above, want 
a more expensive option to help cope with future traffic levels 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


P LANS to upgrade a major 
traffic pinch point near 
Sittingbourne have hit a 
stumbling block after the 
local council rejected the 
suggested proposal. 

Highways England earlier this 
month outlined plans to consult on a 
£102 million scheme to transform 
the Stockbury Roundabout - junc¬ 
tion five from the M2 for Maidstone 
and Sittingbourne and which then 
links, via the A249 past the Kent 
Showground at Detling, to the M20. 

But Swale Borough Council voted 
unanimously against the plans on 
Wednesday night, saying they did 
not go far enough to solve the prob¬ 
lems on the roundabout. 

A dozen options, including an 
A249 flyover above the roundabout, 
and a plan to replace the roundabout 
with a three-tier interchange, were 
initially considered by roads chiefs 
but scrapped because they decided 
they would not have a sufficient ef¬ 
fect on reducing congestion, or they 
were too expensive. 

Instead, a fresh consideration, 
known as Option 12A, has been 
brought forward for the public to feed 


back on. 

This option will see the rounda¬ 
bout enlarged to provide a new 
through route for cars using the 
A249, new dedicated left-turn lanes 
for traffic travelling from the A249 
southbound to the M2 London- 
bound and from the A249 north¬ 
bound to the M2 coast-bound. 

A new single lane slip road from 
the M2 coast-bound to the A249 
northbound which would avoid the 
roundabout altogether is also pro¬ 
posed, while the existing connection 
from the Maidstone Road to the 
roundabout would be closed, with 
Maidstone Road re-routed to link 
with Oad Street. 

Additionally, the existing junction 
of Oad Street with the A249 would be 
closed and a new link would be pro¬ 
vided south of the existing Oad Street 
to connect directly with the rounda¬ 
bout, while the Honeycrock Hill 
junction with the A249 would also 
be closed for safety reasons. 

The council wants to see another 
more expensive option at around 
£160 million which will include a 
three-tier interchange that will be 
able to cope with the predicted high¬ 
er traffic volume in the future. 

Swale councillors passed a motion 
this week which states the authority 
rejects Option 12A as it “will not pro¬ 


vide a long term solution to the issues 
faced here by many drivers and busi¬ 
nesses”. Instead, the council wants 
the triple tier Option 10 and insists 
the government finds the extra cash. 

Highways England planned to 
send in the bulldozers in 2020, and 
does not actually need consent from 
Swale council for work to start. 

Conservative leader of Swale coun¬ 
cillor, Andrew Bowles, said: “The 
council, along with the local MP, 
have lobbied hard to secure funding 
to address the long-standing conges¬ 
tion and safety issues experienced by 
road users passing through junction 
five of the M2. 

“Having secured the £100m, it is 
disappointing that this is considered 
sufficient to provide only one possible 
option, which in my view has been 
designed to the budget, rather than 
to provide a junction that will be able 
to provide a solution for the medium 
to long-term. 

“I believe an option which includes 
a fly-over makes the most sense, but 
whatever the final design, it must be 
able to cope with not only the growth 
we are being asked to deliver but also 
the impacts of the proposed Lower 
Thames Crossing, which will drive 
increased traffic flows along the M2 
corridor.” 

The views were echoed by Labour’s 


group leader in Swale, Roger True- 
love. He told KoS: “We already have 
tremendous tailbacks on the A249 
related to traffic lights at the Stock¬ 
bury roundabout. 

“This plan maintains traffic lights 
and so I can’t see it helping. All they 
are providing is a slip road for traffic 
coming from London that wants to 
use the roundabout. It seems that it is 
an invitation for all traffic to use 
Maidstone Road and Oad Street and 
it will hit the villages. 

“It will slightly alleviate the cur¬ 


rent problem but with developments 
in the local plan it just isn’t ade¬ 
quate.” 

Concerns have also been raised 
over the impact on traffic approach¬ 
ing the Kent Showground, further 
down the A249 in Detling, for popu¬ 
lar events such as the Kent County 
Show. 

Highways England said it wel¬ 
comed all feedback during the con¬ 
sultation phase. 

Earlier this month, senior project 
manager Neil Andrew told us: 



AMICI 


'Italian Food as it Should Be 


Pizza Pasta Salads 
Childrens Menu 
Available for Private Functions 


Due Amici Ristorante Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 
Tonbridge, Kent TNI 2 6PY. 

T: 01622 298615 E: 2amici201 7@gmail.com 
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“We’ve gone through the options 
looking at the high level objectives 
that were set - that is looking to¬ 
wards reducing the number of inci¬ 
dents because this junction is identi¬ 
fied within the top 50 national 
casualty locations, with 111 person¬ 
al injury accidents between 2011 
and 2015. 

“We can see it’s a very high acci¬ 
dent location for sideswipes as people 
are moving around the roundabout 
and also as people are approaching 
on the A249. 

“It’s also looked towards journey 
times so trying to reduce the conges¬ 
tion experienced on both the ap¬ 
proaches from the M2 and A249. 

“The scheme we’re developing is 
also aimed at keeping traffic on the 
strategic road network. 

“A large number of individuals at 
the moment are using rural roads to 
get around the junction and causing 
subsequent congestion and anxiety 
for residents and local communities. 

“The commitment made to gov¬ 
ernment is to begin work on this 
junction by March 2020 and at the 
moment that is what our current 
programme is showing. 

“In terms of an actual construc¬ 
tion project, for a scheme of this na¬ 
ture, we’re looking at 18 to 24 
months so we’re anticipating this be¬ 
ing open to traffic by summer 2022.” 
■ What do you think of the 
plans? Do you agree with Swale 
councillors? Share your views 
and join the debate. Email us 
at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or 
write to The Editor, KoS, Room 
G46, The Panorama, Park 
Street, Ashford TN24 8EZ. We’ll 
print some of the best on a fu¬ 
ture letter’s page. 



PROPOSALS :This is the scheme put forward by Highways England to transform the existing Stockbury Roundabout which it claims will lower the number 
of accidents and ease traffic flows. It has got the thumbs down, however, from elected local representatives. 
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Mercure Maidstone Great Danes, Ho tel 

Musical Lunches from £24.95 pp 


Gatsby Themed Party Nights from £29.95 pp 
Christmas Day £69.00 pp 


New Years Dinner and Disco £50.00 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK CALL 
T: 0844 815 9045 or email: 
ch ristma s® mer cu re m ai dsto ne<co >uk 
mercu rem aid stone, co .uk Jl 
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Bring your Party 
to our Party 

3 Course Dinner & Disco Party M 
from £28.50pp 


BOOK NOW 

T: 01304 611118 

E: reservations@princesgolfclub.co.uk 
W: www.princesgolfclub.co.uk 


Groups of any size welcome. 
Free overnight 
accommodation for group 
organiser. 

(groups of 12 or more) 


Prince's Golf Club, 

Sandwich Bay, Sandwich, Kent CT1 3 9QB 


oo© 

@Prince$golfclub 



Chart Hills 

RESORT 


CHRISTMAS 2017 

The perfect place to celebrate Christmas and New Year 
in our recently refurbished function room and restaurant. 

Sunday Christmas Carvery Lunch 

Throughout December - £22.50for 3 Course meal 

Christmas Party Nights 

Friday & Saturday nights in December - 
£35.00 including 3 Course Meal and DJ 

New Year’s Eve - Around the World 

Buffet style dinner showcasing cuisine and music 
from around the world 

Boxing Day Carvery 

£20.00per person 


Chart Hills Golf Club 

Weeks Lane, Biddenden, Kent TN27 8JX 
t: 01580 292222 e: info@charthills.co.uk w: charthills.co.uk 



Join the BIG PARTY 
ATMOSPHERE in a purpose 
built venue for your office party 
at The Show Ground, 
k Farming World, off the 
I A2/M2 near Faversham 

f 4 course traditional A 

Christmas dinner, live 
_ entertainment, disco H 

/jjk, and casino 

included! 


TO IMPRESS 


PARTY IN STYLE AT THE 


To book call: 01227 701042 
www.kentchristmasparty.com 
info@kentchristmasparty.com 



B A Y P 0 I N T 


The perfect venue this festive season for 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 



Tel: 01 3 0 4 613 0 2 2 

www.baypointsportsclub.co.uk 


Email: enquiries@baypointsportsdub.co.uk 

Ramsgate Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9QL oo© 


28 Week ending September 24, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 
















PROPERTY 

How to add value to your home 
and make it sell even quicker 



IG home improvements, 
like loft conversions and 
extensions, usually add 
value, but smaller changes 
can also increase the value 
of your home and make it more sella¬ 
ble 

So what are some of the best to help 
you sell your property? 

Wooden floors are a wonderful ad¬ 
dition to any home, whatever its style 
or period, and are a practical alterna¬ 
tive to carpet, especially in hallways 
and reception rooms. 

If your home has original floor¬ 
boards, sanding and varnishing or 
staining them should add value and 
create a lovely, hardwearing feature. 
However, original floorboards aren’t 
always in good condition and may be 
rotten, or have been butchered over 
the years, which can make them 
hard to restore. 

Another problem is they can be 
draughty - on the ground floor, there 
will be a gap between the floorboards 
and the earth, which is needed for 
ventilation but can send cold air up 
into the room above. 


If your home doesn’t have original 
floorboards or the floorboards are in a 
bad state, solid or engineered-wood 
flooring gives you a similar look but 
without the draughts (some under¬ 
lays help with soundproofing and 
damp-proofing too). 

Both solid wood and engineered 
wood are now widely available in 
tongue-and-groove boards that click 
together which is particularly easy 
for DIYers to fit and some engineered 
wood has a wonderful woodgrain 
texture that’s even better than origi¬ 
nal floorboards. Engineered wood 
only has a top layer of real wood, 
which varies in depth, with other lay¬ 
ers underneath, so it can’t be sanded 
as many times as solid wood, but it 
does have other advantages. 

Radiators are, of course, very prac¬ 
tical, but they also have a decorative 
function that’s often overlooked. If 
you’re renovating your home, or even 
just a room or two, changing old, un¬ 
attractive radiators makes a big dif¬ 
ference to the look (and often im¬ 
proves the heat output too) and if you 
fit new bog-standard radiators, you’re 


selling the renovation short. Modern 
column radiators work well in most 
interiors because they’re a contempo¬ 
rary take on a classic design. Radia¬ 
tors like these make a renovation ex¬ 
tra special and are well worth paying 
more for. 

Almost everyone loves a real fire, 
but open fires are generally only 
around 15-30 per cent efficient, as 
most of the heat goes up the chimney. 
Wood-burning stoves are a better in¬ 
vestment, as they’re much more effi¬ 
cient and have other advantages, 
such as keeping smoke and sparks 
contained. Wood burners come in 
many different styles, from tradition¬ 
al to contemporary, and are a great 
addition to your home’s central heat¬ 
ing when it’s really cold. Plus, they’re 
ideal for heating a room or rooms 
when it’s not cold enough to have the 
heating on. 

One of the best improvements you 
can do is to make a room lighter, but 
it isn’t always possible to have big 
windows and glass doors - if there are 
planning restrictions or your budg¬ 
et’s tight, for example. Although 


planning permission is sometimes 
needed for them, roof windows (avail¬ 
able for both sloping and flat roofs) 
can flood a room with light - even one 
small one can make a big difference, 
so if you have a dark room directly be¬ 
low a roof, don’t overlook this possi¬ 


bility. Roof windows are more inno¬ 
vative than you might think with 
skylights with different types of glaz¬ 
ing, remote controls, and some that 
automatically close when they detect 
rain and even that fold out into balco¬ 
nies. 


- Beltring, - Benenden, - Benover, Mhersden, - Betsham, - 

Betteshanger, Bexon, Bicknor, Bidborough, Biddenden, 

Bilsington, Billing, Birch ington-on-Sea, Birling, Bishopsbourne, 

Blean, Bobbing, Bonnington, Borden, Borough Green, Bough Beech, Boughton 
Aluph, Sougtyon Corner, Boughton, Bowmans, Bax/ey, Boyden Gate, Brabourne Lees, 

Branding, Branbridges, Brasted, Brattle, Breach, Bredgar, Brenchley, Brenzett, 

Bridge, Broad Oak, Brook, Brookland, Broomfield, Buckland, Burham, Burmarsh, Buttsole, 

Calcott, Capel, Capel-le-Ferne, Caring, Chainhurst, Chalk, Challock, Charing, Chart Sutton, 

Chartham, Chestfield, Chevening, Chiddingstone, Chiddingstone Causeway, Chilham, 

Chillenden, Chipstead, Chislet, Church Whitfield, Cliffe, cMsend, Cobham, Coldred, Conyer, Cooling, 

Coombe, GourseHorn, Cowden, Coxheath, Crockenhill, Crockham Hill, Crundale, Danaway, Danton Pinch, 

Darenth, Davington, Densole, Denstroude, Denton, ||^ju|EC9A #a i_ Ceding, Ditton, Doddington, 

Dode, Drellingore, Dry hill, Dungate, Dungeness, Dunkirk, Dymchurch, East Banning, 

East Farleigh, East Langdon, East Peckham, East Studdal, Eastchurch, Eastling, Eastry, Ebbsfleet, Eccles, Eddington, Tyertan, 

Elham, Elmley. Elmsted, Elmstone, Elvington, Etchinghi 11, Enelf Minnie, Eynsford, Eythorne, Fairfield, Farningham, Farthingloe, 
Fawkham, Finberry, Finglesham, Flete, Fordcombe.Forstal, Four Elms, Frinsted, Frittenden, Frogham, Funton, Garlinge, Godmersham, 
Goodnestone, Goudhurst, Graveney, Qreal Cficu r L, Great Mongeham, Greatstone-on-Sea, Greenhithe, (Huston, Hackington, Hacklinge, Hales Place, 
Hamstreet, Harbledown, Harrietsham, Hartley, Hartlip, Harvel, Hastingleigh, Hawkenbury, Hawkhurst, Hawkinge, Hawley, Hawthorn Corner, 
Hayes, Headcorn, Herne, Hernhill, Hersden, Hever, Hextable, High Brooms, High Halden, Higham, Highstead, 

Highsted, Hildenborough, Hoaden, Hoath, Hollingbourne, Horden, Horsmonden, Horton Kirby, Hothfield, Hougham, 

Ickham, Zde tKill. Ightham, Ivychurch, Iwade, Kearsney, Kemsing, Kemsley, Kenardington, 'Kgmtngten, Keycol, Kingsdown, 

Kingsnorth, Kingston, Kingswood, Kits Coty, Knatts Valley, Knockholt, Lamberhurst, Langdon, Langley, Leaveland, 

Leeds. Leigh, Lenham, Leybourne, Leysdou/n-on-Sea, Linton, Little Chart, Little Mongeham, Littlebourne, Longfield, Loose, 


LOOKING 
TO BUY? 

VISIT - homes24.co.uk 

SEARCH - Find over 
22,000* properties 
for sale and rent in Kent 


CLICK - Arrange viewings or 
request details with a single click! 
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*Source: homes24.co.uk database Feb 15 


homesA.co.uk 

In paper, online, on mobile 
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LALL PROPERTY GROUP 

ASSET DEVELOPMENT 


Lall Property Group is proud to 
introduce its most exciting and 
upmarket development of executive 

homes 

in Medway, "Darland Farm Yard". 
A collection of only 3 ultra modern, 
ultra professional detached 
residences situated in a rural and 
scenic location overlooking Darland 

Banks. 


The rural setting offers the feeling of 
privacy and 'getting away from it all,' 
yet London is a stress-free commute 
away via Ebbsfleet International. 

Be at the station in 24 minutes by 
car and then arrive at St Pancras 
International 

in just 19 minutes on the high speed 

train. 

Ideal for the professional modern 



Prices range from 
£725,000 - £900,000 off plan. 


For more information or to book a site visit 
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DARLAND FARM YARD, 
EXECUTIVE NEW BUILD HOMES 


family, these architecturally designed 
collection of three detached homes offer 
spacious living, with no expense spared 
in the design and build of these "one 
of a kind" properties. Each property is 
unique in its own right with features 
including bi-fold doors, vaulted ceilings, 
open plan living kitchen areas, dressing 
rooms, en suites, private walled garden, 
gated driveways and high end fixtures and 

fittings. 




These properties are currently under construction with 

completion due in early 2018. 


please call Lall Property Group on 01622 236406. 
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(Stephen P. Gay 

Funeral (Service and 
Memorial Masons 

serving the community 
since 1982 


Funerals tailored to suit 
individual requirements 

Memorials made using the very 
best materials available 



[BRAMMl 

Acc rodrted 




Funeral Home 

25 Station Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7QD 
Tel: 01474 700194 (24hrs) 

65 Darenrh Road, Dartford, Kent DAI 1LU 
Tel: 01322 617499 

www.stephenpgayfunerals.co.uk 


Memorial Showroom 
120 Old Road West 
Gravesend, Kent DA 11 0LR 
Tel: 01474 321003 v 
Stephenpgaymemorialskcnt.co.uk 


I 




We are the only independent funeral 
service in Longfield and Dartford 


"Remembering you on this day, 
comforted iry so many memories’ 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


STAR: Jeremy Hardy started performing back when Margaret Thatcher was PM - but an awful lot has happened since then leaving him adrift 

/ 







8 CU00DOL 


bewi derma mode 


Jeremy Hardy returns and admits he ‘doesn’t know what to think anymore’ 


H E may have once stood 
up to the might of Is¬ 
rael’s army in a docu¬ 
mentary, but Jeremy 
Hardy’s political ire is 
of a more nuanced, measured and 
personal stripe these days. 

For his current live show, he feels 
as though his act and material are a 
fair reflection of what’s going on in 
the country just now. “There isn’t a 
driving sense of rebellion, every¬ 
thing is so disparate now. When I 
started comedy there was a real 
sense of polarity: you had Thatcher 
and the miners and you took sides. 
But now people are voting on differ¬ 
ent issues and it’s all over the place. 

“A lot of my demographic is quite 
weary. I feel like I’m entertaining 
the troops who aren’t that confi¬ 
dent about whether they’re going to 
survive the war.” 

And entertain them he most 


certainly will. 

Now in his fourth decade of a 
successful stand-up career, Hardy is 
one of Britain’s most critically 
lauded comics. Rising through the 
vibrant ‘alternative cabaret’ scene 
of London in the early 1980s, he 
won the prestigious Perrier Award 
in 1988, has become a fixture on 
Radio 4 through shows such as The 
News Quiz and Jeremy Hardy 
Speaks To The Nation, and his 
membership of the legendary I’m 
Sorry I Haven’t A Clue team has 
brought him before a whole new 
live audience with its touring show. 

Hardy has also appeared on film 
opposite Robert ‘Twilight’ Pattin- 
son in 2Oil’s How To Be, while the 
aforementioned encounter with the 
Israeli army was in 2002’s fittingly 
titled documentary, Jeremy Hardy v 
The Israeli Army. 

This diverse CV now means that 


an audience at a Jeremy Hardy 
show could be there for a variety of 
reasons. “I never quite know who 
the audience is,” he admits. “You’ll 
get some Radio 4 listeners who are 
Conservative, though quietly so, 
and some people come along 
because they’ve seen a leaflet. 
Others might have heard me on I’m 
Sorry I Haven’t A Clue which has 
almost no politics whatsoever but 
they’ve heard me singing one song 
to the tune of another and that’s 
what they think I’ll be doing.” 

What Jeremy Hardy will 
certainly be doing for this show is 
taking the political temperature of 
the nation, albeit through a more 
personal lens. “I am talking about 
politics but more about how these 
things impact on me and affect me 
emotionally in terms of feeling 
bewildered and battered by them. 
I’m not trying to sound like an 


authority and people don’t need to 
bring notebooks to the show. It’s 
much more the ramblings and 
discontents of a person in the back 
half of life. 

“I try to do a show that isn’t just 
me banging on about my point of 
view. I try to let people know that 
I’m also bewildered about things, 
that I don’t have any solutions and 
that I’m just trying to make sense 
of it myself. I think that’s the best 
way to be a comedian because a 
large part of humour is wrestling 
with things and having coping 
strategies. Certainly, I don’t know 
what to think about anything right 
now but that’s partly about getting 
older and getting less confident in 
what you think about things.” 

Jeremy Hardy performs at the 
Gulbenkian in Canterbury on 
October 29. 

Tickets on sale now. 
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Hospices 

d Mt #1 
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Saturday 30 tk September 7pm 

Ashford & & ^roadsialrs tfnfr Canterbury & 


Join us for our sparkling stroll 
under the stars and raise vital 
funds to support hospice care 
in east Kent. 

Entry includes lantern, t-shirt, 
medal & more! 

On the night entry available from 
£15. See website for full details. 






in 




visit www.pilgrimshospices.org/shine can us on 01227 782062 
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Years in the planning, model 
train exhibition's big weekend 


Enrol at Spook Academy 


POPULAR tourist attraction the 
Canterbury Tales is offering 
Halloween family fun during 
weekends next month and half 
term week as it opens its Spook 
Academy offering lessons in 
potions and broomsticks. 




LAYOUTS: The event is designed to highlight model railways. Picture: Phil Parker 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


M ODEL train fans 
will have a treat in 
the new year with a 
major exhibition in 
Canterbury. 

The City of Canterbury Model 
Railway Society is set to open the 
doors to its 29th annual exhibi¬ 
tion, to be held at St Anselm’s 
school on Old Dover Road, on Janu¬ 
ary 22 and 23. 

Enthusiasts will be able to feast 
their eyes on at least 14 model rail¬ 
way layouts during the weekend at 
an exhibition which is widely re¬ 
garded by exhibitors, traders and 
visitors as one of the best in the 
county. 

And do not underestimate the 
scale of planning involved, with 
visitors getting to see layouts liter¬ 
ally years in the making, while 
work is already under way for the 
2020 event. 

Explains a spokesman for the 
show: “Planning for an annual 
model railway exhibition begins 
years in advance, due to the popu¬ 
larity of layouts featured in model 
railway magazines. 

“The City of Canterbury Model 


Railway Society’s intrepid exhibi¬ 
tion manager Jeremy Kennett trav¬ 
els the length and breadth of the 
country visiting model railway ex¬ 
hibitions to find the very best lay¬ 
outs to invite to exhibit, necessitat¬ 
ing Jeremy having to maintain a 
rolling three-year planning sched¬ 
ule. 

“Work is already underway to 
identify exhibitors for the January 
2020 exhibition, in addition to the 


special 30th anniversary exhibi¬ 
tion in 2019.” 

Among the layouts on display 
will be a scale model of Rolvenden 
station, near Ashford, by Robin 
Gay and James Makin’s Loftus 
Road, based on Kensington Olym¬ 
pia station and featuring detailed 
scenic work by the member of the 
Worthing Model Railway Club. 

Meanwhile, the Canterbury so¬ 
ciety will be showcasing its own 


new Holt Street layout in N gauge 
for the first time. 

Children will be kept enter¬ 
tained by the Guy’s Fizz Bang and 
Fawkesville layout which comes 
complete with push-button opera¬ 
tion for children to use and in¬ 
cludes a firework factory. 

The event is open between 10am 
to 5pm on the Saturday and 10am 
to 4pm on the Sunday. For details 
on the club see www.ccmrs.co.uk. 


Eighties themed musical 


GRAVESEND Theatre Guild presents a new 
‘comedy-adventure’ musical featuring the hits 
of the Eighties. 

80s Girl vs The Jungle will be performed at 
the Guild Theatre between October 4-7 and is 
written and directed by David Ames. Tickets 
are on sale now. 


All that lunchtime jazz 

THE house jazz band from 
London’s 606 Club, the RMG 
Collective, will open a series of 
lunchtime concerts at the 
University of Kent’s Colyer 
Fergusson Hall in Canterbury 
on October 11 at 1.10pm. 



Magnificent Seven ride in 

THE Magnificent Seven group of professional 
artists exhibit at Sun Pier House in Chatham 
until September 30. 

They include experts in collage, photography 
and landscapes. There will also be an artists’ 
talk on October 1 from 2pm to 4pm which is 
open to all. 



Look local with 


SET UP A JOB 
ALERT TODAY 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 


Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 





GREAT HOLIDAYS al BARGAIN PRICES! 

COSTA BRAVA 

T 




IKES! 1 


: ALL HOTELS HAVE SWIMMING POOLS 
ARE NEAR THE BEACH, SHOPS, BARS AND NIGHTLIFE 
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BASED ON AMIN. OF 2 ADULTS SHARING PER ADULT 


FULL 
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1234 


10 DAYS/7 NIGHTS AmilT 

BASED ON AMIN. OF 2 ADULTS SHARING PER ADULT 


ALL 


WSMEMMim 


INCLUSIVE 

ID DAYS/7 NEGDIS 

BASED ON A MIN. OF 2 ADUFTS SHARING 



COACH & CHANNEL 

CROSSING INCLUDED! 

MON & FRI DEPARTURES 


GET YO UR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! 

mam: 01443 844222 

‘riscoachholidays.ca.uk (c 


...gardening 

services 

in London on 
localsearch24 


local search 24 co.uk 

you* trvfhed kxul directory 



Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 
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It's all Strictly Brendan 

STRICTLY Come Dancing star 
Brendan Cole will be waltzing 
into the Assembly Hall Theatre 
in Tunbridge Wells in March 
with his All Night Long show. 

Featuring a 14-piece band, 
he performs on March 6. 



Quex set for scare tales 


QUEX Park is welcoming back its frightening 
Halloween event, Quextreme this October. 

Taking place between October 27-29, there 
are three scare scenarios to make your blood 
run cold at its site in Birchington, near Margate. 

Tickets for Harvest II, Contagion 2 and 
Forest of Fools are on sale now. 


From Benidorm to panto 

ALADDIN will entertain the 
crowds at the EM Forster 
Theatre at Tonbridge School 
from December 16 to 30. 

It stars Benidorm’s Michael 
Fenton Stevens as Widow 
Twankey. 



Hazlrtt set for Harry & Chris 

HARRY and Chris, a duo delivering a blend of 
rap, jazz and comedy, will perform at Maid¬ 
stone’s Hazlitt Arts Centre on October 28. 

Harry Baker, whose TedX talks have 
attracted more than three million views, and 
jazz musician Chris Read debuted the show 
with a sell-out run at the Edinburgh Festival. 


Battle of Britain show 
returns next summer 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


ORGANISERS of the Battle of 
Britain Air Show at Headcorn 
have confirmed the event will be 
back next year. 

The event will be staged over the 
weekend of June 30 and July 1 in 
2018 with thousands once again 
set to descend for the popular 
aerobatic displays. 

Each day will see the Battle of 
Britain display which will feature 
aircraft from the war time era 
when the Allies saw off the threat 
of the German Luftwaffe as they 
attempted to gain supremacy of 
the skies, in 1940, prior to a 
planned ground invasion. 

Winston Churchill famously 
declared the heroic fighter pilots 
‘The Few’ who helped protect the 
security of the nation in what was 
seen as a key turning point in the 
conflict as the Germans invaded 
Europe. 

Among the aircraft taking part 
are Spitfires and Hurricanes plus 
the likes of the Tiger Moth and 
Harvard T6 - all courtesy of 
Headcorn-based firm Aero Legends. 

Headcorn Aerodrome will again 


be the setting for the event, which 
next year will be commemorating 
the 78th anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain, and the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the founding of the RAF. 

Joining the show will be cadets 
from across the county as well as 
serving officers and veterans. 

A spokesman for the organiser 
said: “Next year’s show will 
feature more aircraft with 
multiple Spitfires and Hurricanes 
and attendance from the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF). 

“In addition, there will be 


attractions for all the family 
including a funfair, stalls, 
unrivalled choreographed air 
displays and flight experiences. 
This really will be an event not to 
miss.” 

Once again, there will also be 
the opportunity to buy special 
tickets which will allow those 
attending to actually fly in some of 
the aircraft taking part in the 
event in order to gain a birds-eye 
view of the proceedings. 

Tickets for all are available now. 
See www.headcornevents.co.uk. 



AERIAL: View from the skies of 
the event site earlier this year 



MOTHS : You can even snap up a 
ticket to fly in some of the aircraft 



Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 


Driveway and Patio Specialists 


36 Week ending September 24,2017 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 































he 



'batch train is 



slowina down ve 


Gemma Dunn speaks to the Sherlock star as he returns to our screens tonight in hard-hitting drama 


W HAT isn’t Benedict 
Cumberbatch 
working on at the 
moment? 

Since earning his 
breakthrough playing physicist 
Stephen Hawking in the 2004 TV film 
Hawking, the actor hasn’t stopped - 
whether it be treading the boards as 
Hamlet, heading up hit BBC drama 
Sherlock or landing an Oscar nomina¬ 
tion for his turn as mathematician 
Alan Turing in The Imitation Game. 

In fact one glance at the 41-year- 
old’s schedule - Gypsy Boy, The Jungle 
Book and How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas make up just a few of his 
upcoming projects - is enough to trig¬ 
ger a sweat. 

I’m not surprised, then, to find 


Cumberbatch exhausted when we 
meet. 

This time his lack of shut eye is due 
to the fact he’s just flown in from LA. 

But while he will reprise his role as 
the Sorcerer Supreme in 2018’s 
Avengers Infinity War, it’s not all Hol¬ 
lywood blockbusters for the London- 
born talent. 

Excitingly his latest outing is for 
the BBC (fans will be likely waiting a 
long time for a fifth season of Sher¬ 
lock) and it comes in the form of chill¬ 
ing drama, The Child In Time. 

Based on Ian McEwan’s prize-win¬ 
ning 1987 novel of the same name, 
the heartbreaking tale is the story of 
successful author Stephen Lewis 
(Cumberbatch), who is confronted 
with the unthinkable when his child 



STAR: The Child in Time airs this 
evening on BBC 1 


is abducted in a supermarket. 

As the scarring moment replays in 
the years that follow, the 90-minute 
film - the first feature to be made under 
Cumberbatch’s production company, 
SunnyMarch TV - explores a marriage 
devastated by the loss of a child and 
the struggle and longing for hope that 
stems from all-consuming grief. 

“It’s about how two people who had 
each other before their love was man¬ 
ifest in a child break apart and come 
together again when they realise that 
they have to accept their circum¬ 
stance,” he explains of his character’s 
relationship with on-screen wife Julie 
(played by Trainspotting star Kelly 
Macdonald). 

“And never be in denial of it, never 
forget it, but also live a life and move 


on.” 

It was just the role Cumberbatch - a 
self-confessed ‘huge McEwan nut’ - 
had been looking for. 

“I knew I wanted to play Stephen,” 
he declares, having previously 
starred as Paul Marshall in Joe 
Wright’s adaptation of McEwan’s 
2001 novel Atonement. 

“I had a desire to portray someone 
closer to me, someone who didn’t ac¬ 
quire a few hours in make up or a 
great deal of strenuous - I wouldn’t 
say mask work - but just something 
transformative. 

“It’s a horrific circumstance and 
it’s very, very upsetting. So yeah, it 
was tough.” 

The Child In Time will air on 
BBC One tonight, Sunday. 


Apple festival frenzy 


BROGDALE hosts the annual National 
Apple Festival at its site near Faver- 
sham next month. 

Taking place across the weekend of 
October 14-15, a host of rare, heritage and 
unusual apple varieties will be available on 
the day to taste and buy, with the National 
Fruit Collection showcasing its work with a 
special education display. Tickets are 
available to buy in advance now. 


Orchestra’s favourites 

I KENT orchestra Revelation Strings will 
be performing a mix of classics from 
film and stage, among them Star Wars and 
Star Trek, when it brings its show to the Sarah 
Thorne Theatre in Broadstairs on October 7. 

Lead by international cellist Matthew 
Sharp, tickets for the event are on sale now 
and can be booked via the website www. 
sarahthornetheatre.co.uk and cost £10 for 
adults and £5 for children. 


Neville Staple show 

FORMER The Specials singer Neville 
Staple will be bringing his relentlessly 
touring band to Tunbridge Wells on Novem¬ 
ber 11. 

The star, who was also part of chart-top¬ 
pers Fun Boy Three, will bring the Neville 
Staple Band to The Forum. Opening on the 
night will be support act The Sweeney. 

Tickets for the show, which are on sale now 
via the venue, cost £16.50. 


Illustrator’s exhibition 

CHATHAM Historic Dockyard is 
staging an exhibition dedicated to 
children’s illustrator Michael Foreman from 
September 29 to November 26. 

Taking place at the No. 1 Smithery, it will 
showcase his work over the last 50 years and 
will feature a host of original artwork 
alongside props and costumes relating to the 
many books he has worked on during his 
career. 






♦ FULL HEATING SYSTEMS f ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 

♦ BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

♦ BATHROOMS <FREE ESTIMATES 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 

Across 

1. Precursor (10) 

7. Traverse (5) 

8. Leaves (7) 

10. Insurrection (8) 

11. Split (4) 

13. Blush (6) 

15. Bend (6) 

17. Near (4) 


18. Journalist (8) 

21. Euphoria (7) 

22. Notions (5) 

23. Amelioration (10) 

Down 

1. Storey (5) 

2. Thwarted (8) 

3. Purify (6) 


4. Futile (4) 

5. Avoidance (7) 

6. Happening (10) 
9. Undertaking (10) 
12. Settle (8) 

14. Humiliate (7) 

16. More acute (6) 

19. Handle (5) 

20. Talent (4) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. Prepare the road by 
putting the flags down! 
(4,3,3) 

7. Precise piece of 
complex activity (5) 

8. Submits to the 
situation and gives up 
the job (7) 

10. This type of window 
can’t seem different (8) 

11. Grey-clad minstrel 
returns (4) 

13. See 1 Down. 

15. See 1 Down. 

17. Terrible nickname for 
one near the forefront 
of battle (4) 

18. Jack goes round the 
mine (8) 

21. Well-known reason 
for being refused a 
restaurant booking! (7) 

22. Where you’ll find the 
prisoner with nothing 
but a big fiddle! (5) 

23. See 6 Down. 


Down 

1. 13Ac. and 15Ac. 

Doesn’t operate as 
the leading bowman 
(5,6,6) 

2. I’m involved in vast 
mixture of nutritious 
elements (8) 

3. Putting it up over the 
arena is wearisome (6) 

4. You’ll find comfort 
in the lounge, as 
expected (4) 

5. Reg Dean could 
become wrathful (7) 

6 and 23Ac. With the 
score in mind, this 
requires a striker with 
good timing (10,10) 

9. One of the small parts 
of a U-boat? (10) 

12. Top hostelry in unusual 
place (8) 

14. Charles X to mete out 
punishment (7) 

16. Desk required for the 
office (6) 

19. Skilfully direct one in a 
conspiracy (5) 

20. Assist in making some 
of the state banks 
suffer a set back (4) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 
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Arrowword 


Small 

orange 


Russian 

prison 

T 

Lady_, 

musical 
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Primate 




Turquoise 


Water 
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Fashion 
label 
(1,1,1,1) 






Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


r 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 


Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 
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Word Spiral 
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Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Settee 

10. 

Exaggerated 

2. 

At the summit 


publicity 

3. 

Bucket 

11. 

Revise 

4. 

Be short of 

12. 

Threesome 

5. 

6. 

Military cap 

Skye, say 

13. 

Darts line 

7. 

Heroic 

14. 

Cupid 

8. 

Beckon 

15. 

Offscourings 

9. 

Luxuriant 

16. 

Grumble 


yKeyword clue: Part of a church 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 

Tr#*#4 tawMliM 




Holidays offered b> 





2 nights 
half board 
PLUS 

£139 PP 


The Berries 


We Love the 60s 
Seaside Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday 10 November, 2017 • Quote: CP11 -1 -KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for an early taste of Christmas - for over 
40s only - as we rock the weekend away to the sounds of the 60s. Our brilliant 
entertainment programmes feature top 60s bands and tribute acts including Marty 
Wilde and the Wildcats, Union Gap UK, The New Honeycombs, Dave Grant of Paper Lace 
and The Beatle (John Lennon tribute). Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday 
evening to Sunday evening and half-price drinks at this rockin' party weekend. 
INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers - lunch times and evenings from Friday night to Sunday night 
• Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet (bed linen and towels included) 

- club upgrade available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 


Sounds of the 60s 
Christmas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

24 November, 2017 • Quote CN11-KOS 

Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere. Free drinks, good food, comfortable 
centrally-heated chalets, free car ferry and a super location make Warner's Norton 
Grange resort, on the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party venue. We've 
got a great entertainment line-up with 60s band Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, 
The New All Stars featuring Keith Slater PLUS our traditional Team Panto and much 
more. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - selected branded beers and 
spirits, house wine by the glass, selected soft drinks and mixers • Full entertainment 
programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet accommodation - upgrades available • 3 breakfasts 
& 3 dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 


Dancing Summer Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday 29 June, 2018* Quote SP6-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for the ultimate feel good 
Summer Party - for over 40s only. We will take you back in time for a fun filled, 
entertainment packed weekend, including Hermans Hermits, Marmalade, The 
Rag Dolls, Rob Dee as Billy Fury, a Dirty Dancing Tribute Show PLUS house 
band Sounds Imperial. You'll also enjoy half-price drinks all weekend. 
INCLUDED: Half-price drinks all weekend - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers lunch times & evenings from Friday night to Sunday 
night • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - club upgrade 
available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free car parking 


Extend your New Year celebrations at Bosworth Hall Hotel, in the village of 
Market Bosworth near Leicester. Our popular private party weekends have 
become a must-do annual event with guests returning year after year. The full 
entertainment programme features 60s band The Berries, Mr Magoo 60s 
Experience, Mike Leigh as Neil Diamond PLUS Vicki Lambert as Dusty 
Springfield. Add to this 2-for-1 drinks both nights and this is one party that's set 
to rock. 

INCLUDED: 2 drinks for the price of 1 from 7pm to 11 pm both nights • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite twin or double bedroom • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 
• Entertainment each evening • Leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) • Free parking 


2 for 1 drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£lOpp deposit 


Sounds of the 60s & 70s 
Carry on New Year Party 

Bosworth Hall Hotel, Leicestershire 

Friday 26 January, 2018 • Quote: BH 1-KOS 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Not such a fond 
farewell to CEO 


SO the CEO of EICHUFT (East KENT 
Hospitals University Foundation 
Trust) Matthew Kershaw has 
‘jumped ship’ then [KoS, last week]. 
So much for dedication. 

I am a member of EKHUFT 
(anyone can join), and have received 
notification of his resignation, 
accompanied with loads of corporate 
jargon about how good he is, or 
rather was, at his job. 

Well, we here in Thanet haven’t 
noticed any changes to improve the 
plight that so many Thanet people 
have to endure having to go to the 
William Harvey at Ashford or the 
Kent & Canterbury for services 
which were once available at the 
QEQM in Margate. 

I do not know of anywhere else 
where so many people have to travel 
so far afield to access the services to 
which we have a right. The result is, 
it costs Thanet people more money 
for their NHS - and this is in a 
recognised deprived area. 

In Mr Kershaw’s message of 
departure, he says about “improving 
internal culture as a place to work”. 
Oh really? We now have staff parking 
all along the road rather than pay the 
increased parking charges for staff. 

So, Mr Kershaw, thanks for 
nothing! 

Betty Renz, 

Margate 

Health chiefs are 
a waste of money 

WHAT sense is there in Matthew 
Kershaw quitting his job with the 
east Kent hospital trust that has not 
been successful and going to another 
health think tank? It is a contempt- 
able misuse of taxpayers’ money. 

Also, if the deputy chief executive is 
taking over why recruit someone else? 
Are they not good enough to do it? 

No wonder doctors and nurses are 
leaving all the time. We have too 
many over-paid bureaucrats in the 
health service. 

E Pettinger, 

Hythe 

Nuke them? Have 
a little think 


I WAS gravely concerned over Peter 
Booth’s letter in last week’s KoS. 

A moment’s reflection on the 
implications of his suggestion will only 
lead to the realisation of two possible 
outcomes of ‘nuking’ North Korea. 

Even if there is no response 
following a decisive first strike, a 
fallout cloud will drift over the 
region. Many innocent people, 
beyond those immediately killed, will 
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Just what’s happening 
to Tunbridge Wells? 


WHATEVER is becoming of 
Tunbridge Wells? 

Firstly, the Royal Victoria Place 
shopping centre is set to undergo a 
major ‘upgrade’ which will 
purportedly attract many more 
visitors to the town - causing yet 
more traffic congestion on the roads 
leading to, and in, the town centre. 

Secondly, the majority of 
‘Conservative’ councillors appear to 
have taken leave of what they need 
to conserve, by supporting council 
leader David Jukes’ ludicrous 
proposal to bulldoze over part of the 
Calverley Grounds in order to erect 
a costly and hideous-looking civic 
complex whilst others 
simultaneously and misguidedly 
protest at the absence of any 
activity on the site of the old cinema 
in Mount Pleasant. 

Not only has the upgrade to RVP 
lost us some outlets in the food 
court, but it now threatens the 
future of other sole-traders, 

Leaving aside one’s scepticism 
about whether it will be a success in 


suffer after-effects. Remember 
Chernobyl in 1986? 

Hitting the Chinese islands Mr 
Booth mentions may drag a nuclear¬ 
armed superpower into a response 
which could, conceivably, escalate 
from a tactical, regional nuclear 
conflict into - potentially - becoming 
a strategic global one. Nuclear 
winter anyone? 

Diplomacy is the far better option, 
more so when nuclear powers are 
involved. As Churchill said, at the 
White House, in 1954: “To jaw-jaw 
always is better than to war-war”. 

Malcolm Smith, 
Dover 


attracting more shoppers to the 
town, one cannot help wondering 
how much income has been lost 
from shops and cafes which have 
had to close as a result of it. 

Insofar as the proposed civic 
complex is concerned, it is not very 
often I agree with the Liberal 
Democrats, but I support councillor 
Ben Chapelard’s call for a borough¬ 
wide referendum to decide whether 
or not the proposed civic complex 
should be erected; not least as we all 
know the financial cost of any 
new-build public sector 
development is always grossly 
under-estimated, leaving aside the 
untold damage it would do to the 
Calverley Grounds. 

Finally, let’s have done with all 
calls to build on the old cinema site 
and convert it into a landscaped 
garden which can be enjoyed by all 
and not just greedy property 
developers anxious to erect another 
eyesore to line their own pockets. 

Christopher Luke 
Tunbridge Wells 

We must speak 
out over racism 

WE were pleased reading your 
newspaper recently [KoS, 10.09] that 
a Conservative MP [Maidstone’s 
Helen Grant] has condemned 
extreme racism. 

After the tragic death last year of 
Jo Cox by a racist and the current 
hatred shown by many people, this is 
helpful. We are well aware in our 
own town that a Kosovan refugee 
friend’s daughter was consistently 
beaten up as she was a foreigner. 

When we lived in Southend on Sea 


many years ago there was a non- 
party secular organisation called 
International Friendship. I would 
like to see a similar organisation in 
Kent. 

Would other people be interested 
in forming such an organisation? 

We should not stand by and watch 
racism without trying to do any¬ 
thing about it. 

The result can be, as many people 
saw before Hitler came to power, that 
doing nothing led to the slippery 
slope of around six million Jews as 
well as the Roma and people with 
learning difficulties being killed. 

David and Anthea Spurting, 
Sittingbourne 

MP Gale is far 
from balanced 


MP Sir Roger Gale is very critical of 
Kent County Council’s decision to 
postpone presentations concerning 
the future of Manston Airport [KoS, 
last week]. 

Surely, the council is only being 
logical, balanced and proportionate, 
in waiting to hear both completing 
development presentations at the 
same time? 

What is Sir Roger’s problem with 
that? Furthermore, why is he so 
fixated on only supporting Riv- 
erOak’s proposal? If he really believes 
the site’s future is as a commercial 
airport, why not give equal backing, 
promotion and publicity to the other 
investors with plans to bring that 
about? 

P Hendy, 

Herne Bay 

Export protestors 
are growing 

SO S Watson believes that protesters 
against live animal exports are 
narrowminded? [KoS, last week]. 

Would he have said the same 
about those who opposed slavery and 
forcing children, as young as four, to 
work down the mines and factories 
as it was thought necessary for the 
economy? 

He is quite wrong that live animal 
exports is an issue few people really 
care about. The number of our 
supporters has been increasing 
rapidly at the Ramsgate protests, 
with new people joining all the time. 
Everyone I have spoken to hates this 
vile trade and wants it to end. 

And referring to the article on the 
forecast by MEP, Keith Taylor, that 
when we leave the EU we will be 
governed by World Trade Organisa¬ 
tion rules, our government will be 
urged to show this body the strong 
public opposition to live animal 
exports. 

Vivien Clifford, 

Ramsgate 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available widely across Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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BECKENHAM CARPETS 

LIMITED 

^ 020 8663 3548 

9 102 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RH 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 


..J| 
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SBI Ltd SUPPLY AND INSTALL A RANGE OF CANOPIES THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME. 

Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to 
choose the perfect structure for your setting and budget. SBI’s bespoke ranges of canopies have the option of 
lighting and heating. You can add drop down or pull out screens to your canopy or awning to enclose it. 

SBI Ltd established 1998 - Over 1000 satisfied customers - Members of the BBSA 


DOES YOUR 
CONSERVATORY OR 
GLASS ROOM OVER 
HEAT IN THE SUN? 

SBI’s range of external 
conservatory screens will 
reduce heat, glare and 
harmful UV rays. 


25% OFF INSTALLS INC. FREE HOME SURVEY - QUOTE 


Do you need shelter from the 
rain or shade from the sun? 

VERANDAS, AWNINGS & CARPORTS FROM SBI Ltd 


CALL NOW 0800 0742 721 www.sbiproductsltd.co.uk 
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ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





POPULAR: Citroen’s C3 Aircross compact crosso¬ 
ver can now be ordered ahead of arriving in show¬ 
rooms on November 1. 


WITH sport utility vehicles the current transport 
of delight for many motorists, Citroen’s SUV offen¬ 
sive kicks off with the new C3 Aircross, getting its 
world premiere at Frankfurt Motor Show. 

The compact crossover, replacing the C3 Picas¬ 
so multi-purpose vehicle, is available to order 
from £13,995 to £19,720 on the road, arriving in 
showrooms on November 1. 

Citroen sees the C3 Aircross shaking up the in- 
creasingly-popular, supermini-sized B-SUV seg¬ 
ment with its highly-customisable character - 85 
personalisation combinations - and distinctive 
SUV design with raised ground clearance, elevat¬ 
ed driving position, front and rear skid plates, 
large wheels and wheel arch extensions. 

It also introduces new technologies to the Cit¬ 
roen range including wireless smartphone charg¬ 
ing and an enhanced Grip Control with hill-de¬ 
scent assist traction system reducing the risk of 
slipping or speeding up going down steep inclines. 
There are up to 12 driving aids including voice- 
controlled 3D navigation, keyless entry and igni¬ 
tion, reversing camera, lane departure warning 
and blind-spot monitoring. 

The passenger compartment was designed with 
Citroen’s expertise in on-board space, modularity 
and light coming in the cabin, so it features the 


space and modularity of a people carrier. 

The C3 Aircross offers best-in-class space 
with generous legroom and a 410-litre boot, ris¬ 
ing to 520 litres with the 60/40 split sliding rear 
bench option on range-topping Flair trim. 

Available in Touch, Feel and Flair, power 
comes from 82hp and turbo 110 and 130hp 


1.2-litre PureTech petrol and 100 and 120hp 
1.6-litre BlueHDi diesel engines. The HOhp pet¬ 
rol engine is also offered with the latest-genera¬ 
tion automatic gearbox. 

C3 Aircross also features coloured light sur¬ 
rounds, door mirrors, wheel centre caps, rear 
quarter windows and roof bars. 


oen aunches 
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IS YOUR CAR OLDER THAN 2010? 

THEN YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE 
NISSAN SWITCH UPGRADE SCHEME! 



Innovation 
that excites 




3.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


TRADE IN YOUR OLD CAR AND WE WILL GIVE YOU: 

THE VALUE OF YOUR CAR 


£2,000 SWITCH TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE 


PLUS UP TO £3,000 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 

Sample X-Trail Deal 


Part Exchange Example 

Part Exchange 
Value 

SWITCH Trade- 
In Top-Up 

Nissan Deposit 
Contribution 

Extras 

TOTAL 

DEPOSIT 

2009 Ford Focus Zetec Diesel 
Manual with 30,000 Miles A 

£3,000.00 

£2,000.00 

£4,000.00 

FREE 7-seat upgrade 
(worth £1,000)t 

£10,000.00 


A Based on CAP Below Valuation. tFree 7-seat upgrade and £1,000 registration bonus only available on X-Trail 


AND ALL COME WITH INCREDIBLY LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS! ITS AS SIMPLE AS THAT! 

IF YOU ARE READY TO UPGRADE PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY! 


MOTORLINE DARTFORD Rennie Drive, Dartford Kent DAI 5FD 01322 329573 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY Grosvenor Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSA 01634 648723 
MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 


motorline-nissan.co.uk 


All NewMicra Range: URBAN 48.7-80.7mpg (5.8-3.5L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 72.4-91.1mpg (3.9-3.1L/100km); COMBINED 61.4-88.3mpg (4.6-3.2L/100km); C02 emissions 85-104g/ 
km. Pulsar Range: URBAN 36.7-68.9mpg (77-4.1 L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 58.8-85.6mpg (4.8-3.3L/100km); COMBINED 479-78.5mpg (5.9-3.6L/100km); C02 emissions 138-94g/ km. 
New Qashqai Range: URBAN 38.2-673mpg (74-4.2L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 54.3-78.5mpg (5.2-3.6L/100km); COMBINED 48.7-74.3mpg (5.8-3.8L/100km); C02 emissions 134-99g/ 
km. New X-Trail Range: URBAN 34.9-49.6mpg (8.1-5.7L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 48.7-62.8mpg (5.5-4.51/100km); COMBINED 44.1-576mpg (6.4-4.9L/100km); C02 emissions 162-129g/ 
km. Juke Range: URBAN 29.7-64.2mpg (9.5-4.4L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 46.3-74.3mpg (6.1-3.8L/100km); COMBINED 38.7-70.6mpg (73-4.0L/100km); C02 emissions 172-104g/km. 

Nissan Switch offers available to private retail customers when taking out Nissan Finance, PO Box 495, Watford, WD171BR. Subject to status. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. UK residents only. 18+. Participating dealers only before 30 September 
2017, when trading in vehicle registered before 31 December 2009. Nissan Switch offers are available with selected current offers but not available with employee or similar discount schemes or to Motability customers. T&C's apply. "Used Leaf Switch offer: Up to 
£2,000 total finance deposit contribution on used LEAF includes existing £1000 contribution offer which is available without a trade in, and is provided by Nissan Finance. Offer applies to used Leaf vehicles first registered before 1 March 2016. Terms and exclusions 
apply. **New Nissan Switch offer: Offer available with new Micra, Juke, Qashqai and X-Trail ordered from participating dealers and registered by 30 September 2017 Excludes Visia grade. £1000 discount on Acenta grade. Terms and exclusions apply. Offers may be 
extended at Nissan's discretion. Vehicles are subject to availability. Models shown are for illustration purposes only. For full terms and conditions on all Nissan Switch offers please visit www.nissan.co.uk/switch 
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Desirable supermini is Swift and sure 

Andy Russell is pleasantly surprised by the all-new Suzuki Swift supermini - a 
very competent, attractive all-round package with a real fun factor to drive Pnce: 



D RIVING different cars can 
be like opening a present. 
Some big, exciting ones 
are more packaging than 
present, some small ones 
an enjoyable surprise. The new 
Suzuki Swift is the latter. 

It takes the Swift DNA and styling 
to a new level, so looks more grown 
up, but is actually 10mm shorter, 
15mm lower but 40mm wider, 
giving a low, squat stance. 

There are two petrol engines - 
four-cylinder 90PS naturally-aspi¬ 
rated 1.2-litre Dualjet and three- 
cylinder HIPS 1.0-litre turbo 
Boosterjet - both with mild hybrid 
systems in range-topping SZ5. 

Called SVHS (Smart Hybrid 
Vehicle by Suzuki), a belt-driven 
integrated starter generator boosts 
the engine when accelerating and 
restarts it after idle stop with stored 
electricity generated when braking 
and slowing. 

The 1.0 Boosterjet SVHS is a peach 
- flexible low down, picking up 
strongly from 2,000rpm, revving 
freely and returned 55mpg to 60mpg 
overall. 

Using Suzuki’s new platform, the 
Swift rides well, with wheels pushed 
out to the corners maximising its 


footprint on the road, but thumps 
over big bumps and potholes, more 
noticeable in the back. Agile on 
twisty roads, with good steering feel 
and plenty of grip, there’s just 
enough body movement to be 
entertaining, not alarming. 


Behind the wheel it all works well 
- sensible switches, a user-friendly 
touchscreen - and looks pleasant, 
particularly the rotary heating and 
ventilation controls which also 
contain the settings display. 

Entry-level 1.2 SZ3 includes six 



airbags, air-con, privacy glass, DAB 
with Bluetooth, LED daytime 
running lights and front electric 
windows. The 1.0 SZ-T adds rear¬ 
view camera, smartphone link 
display audio, 16in alloy wheels and 
front fog lamps. 


,499 

Engine tested: 998cc, 11 IPS, 
three-cylinder turbo petrol 
Performance: 0-62mph 10.6 

seconds; top speed 121mph 
MPG: Urban 58.8; extra urban 
70.6; combined 65.7 
C02 emissions: 97g/km 


SZ5, with both engines and a 1.0 
automatic and 1.2 all-wheel drive, 
has auto air-con, polished alloys, 
sat-nav, forward detection system 
with autonomous braking, lane 
departure warning, auto high beam 
and adaptive cruise control, keyless 
entry and ignition, electric back 
windows and LED headlamps and 
tail lights. Suzuki’s new Swift makes 
huge advances - it also drives well, is 
spacious and a well-equipped, value 
package you can’t ignore. 



C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2T VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). C02 Emissions 135g/km. All mpg and C02 figures quoted are sourced from 
official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

*Model shown is C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £695 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part oftheMotability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st July and 30th September 2017. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Senior Physiotherapist - Margate and Ashford 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - £30,000 - £32,000 per annum 

Closing Date -15 October 2017 Interview Date -TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• BSc/Equivalent in Physiotherapy 

• Member of CSP 

• Current HCPC Registration 

• 5-7 years post graduate experience 

• Proven clinical experience in the delivery of Orthopaedic and MSK Physiotherapy 

• Previous experience in a supervisory/management role 

• Ability to travel to meet service needs 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: please contact: 

Adebayo Tijani, Physiotherapist Manager on 07479987931 

Marketing Consultant -Dover 

Full Time -37.5 hours per week Salary - £23,000 per annum 

Closing Date - Ongoing Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE Grade C and above (or equivalent) 

• Dealing with local press 

• 12 months’ experience working in a marketing administration environment 

• Social Media marketing experience 

• Experience using CMS, Mail Chimp, Google Adwords , Google Analytics, and Umbraco or equivalent 

• Motivated, with ability to work under pressure 

• Must hold full, clean driving license, with access to own transport 
To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Carina Pieries, HR Assistant on 01304 222687 

Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 

Spencer ii t * IUHSI 

I PRIVATE HOSPITALS~/\J I A/*J * 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence 

JKV SERVICES (KENT) LTD 
Of 

62 Buttercup Avenue, Minister on Sea, Sheerness Kent ME12 3FX 
Is applying for a licence to use 

c/o C&D Logistics South East Ltd, Home Park, Cullet Drive, Queenborough, Kent 
ME11 5JS 

As an operating centre for 1 goods vehicle and 1 trailer. 

Owners or occupiers of the land (including buildings) near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, should 
make written representations to the Central Licensing Office, Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at the top of this notice. 
A Guide to Making Representations is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 


NHS 


Kent and Medway 

NHS and Social Caro Partnership Trust 

Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 28 September 2017 

Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care Partnership 
Trust, who provide mental health and a range of other 
services to the people of Kent and Medway, will be 
holding it’s AGM at Trust headquarters: 

Farm Villa, Hermitage Lane, 

Maidstone, Kent ME16 9PH. 

2pm - 3.30pm 

The meeting will include a review of the past year, 
current focus and a financial report. 

To confirm your attendance email 

communications @ kmpt.nhs.uk 
or call 01622 724100. 
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Sport 

Stevens: We must 
not slip up again 

All-rounder identifies missed opportunities as season ends 



DISAPPOINTED : Darren Stevens had hoped to see the club reach Division 
One this year but a dip in form cost them dear Pictures: adyKerry 


Cricket 


By Mark Pennell 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

DARREN Stevens says Kent will need 
to brush up on their slip fielding skills 
during the close season if they are to 
successfully pursue the county’s am¬ 
bition of sealing championship pro¬ 
motion next season. 

The county side got off to a flying 
start this season in their pursuit of a Di¬ 
vision One spot, but go into Monday’s 
final championship game against Gla¬ 
morgan at Canterbury knowing their 
dip in form has cost them. 

The mood was matched during the 
rain-affected clash with Derbyshire 
this week which saw no play at all. 

But the veteran all-rounder says 
too many chances have gone to 
ground in the cordon this summer 
and that missed opportunities have 
cost the county dearly in recent 
match situations at Chester-le-Street 
and Bristol. 

The star explained: “We had got 
into a great position against Glouces¬ 
tershire when a catch went down, 
which was very costly. 

“The Gloucestershire lads then bat¬ 
ted well on a docile pitch. But it was 
disappointing for us, having fought 
back so well from their brilliant start 
with that big opening stand. 

“Then, last week, we also had Dur¬ 
ham in trouble and dropped a catch. 

“If we don’t go up this year it is some¬ 
thing we will be looking at during the 
winter and trying to get better at.” 

Head coach Matt Walker’s disap¬ 
pointment was apparent. 

He explained: “We are not going to 
get promoted and that was what we set 


out to achieve at the start of the season. 

“To win a division or win promo¬ 
tion you have to be good from start to 
finish and we have probably just fall¬ 
en short on too many occasions.” 

Meanwhile, pace bowler James Har¬ 
ris has thanked Kent for his time at the 
club this summer and a loan stint that 
proved to be the springboard for a re¬ 
turn to the Middlesex side. 


The popular 27-year-old Welshman 
took 19 wickets at 21 apiece during 
his four championship appearances 
and also averaged 36.5 with the bat 
before his recall to Middlesex. 

He said: “I really enjoyed my loan 
at Kent. They’re a great bunch of peo¬ 
ple; the office staff, the coaches and 
the players, and I’m very grateful to 
them for my time here.” 


Gills set to face Dack in Ewood Park expedition 


Football 


GILLINGHAM could come face-to- 
face with former favourite Bradley 
Dack next week as Ady Pennock’s 
men make the long trek to Blackburn 
Rovers hoping to build on the win 
against Charlton last Saturday. 

The Gills were away in Rochdale 
this weekend hoping to make it two 
wins on the bounce, but many fans 
will be eagerly anticipating the 
chance to see Dack line up against 
them at Ewood Park. 

Dack quit the Gills in the summer, 
signing a £750,000 three-year deal 
with the former Premier League 
champions. But so far he has been 
dogged by injuries which have kept 
recent appearances limited to 
coming off the bench. 



DACK: Will he start for new side 
against the Gills next weekend? 


The game is likely to grow in 
significance for Pennock, however, as 
he knows only a strong run of wins 
now will prevent the calls for his 


head intensifying. Before that, 
however, they have a home game 
with Scunthorpe on Tuesday. 

But last week’s win has certainly 
boosted the Gills. Tom Eaves’ goal in 
the 54th minute, against the run of 
play, was enough to dent the Addicks’ 
push for a play-off place and secure 
the Gills’ first win of the season. 

Speaking after the win, goalscorer 
Eaves said: “It’s very uplifting, the 
morale in the changing room is 
better than ever. 

“We needed the three points, I 
think everybody felt that and it 
means a lot to all of us. We couldn’t 
have put more into it, we gave 
absolutely everything and the whole 
team is delighted. 

“Once you hear the fans getting 
behind you and have a wave of attack 
it gives you another gear.” 


j_ Cl n editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT drums call Tom Pyman 01233 653477 


Tasty FA Cup qualifier 
derby in bid for glory 


MARGATE will host Herne Bay in a 
mouthwatering local derby FA Cup clash 
next weekend. 

The third qualifying round game will 
give the winner a golden opportunity of 
potentially securing a money-spinning 
first round proper tie against league 
opposition. 

Herne Bay will make the short trip along 
the north Kent coast to Hartsdown Park 
next Saturday hoping to spring a shock 
against their higher league opponents. 

Both will be only too aware a win 
secures a £7,000 prize fund. 

Elsewhere, Neil Cugley’s Folkestone 
Invicta will be hoping home advantage will 
benefit them against Aylesbury United, 

Dartford face a potentially tricky away 
trip to Suffolk side Needham Market. All 
games kick-off at 3pm. 

Winners of the tie will reach the fourth, 
and final, qualifying round, which will see 
the introduction of a number of other 
senior non-league sides, before the league 
clubs are introduced for the first round 
proper. 



GLORY: Cup anticipation 



WIN : His departure comes just days after scoring vital winner on Sunday 


Blow as Mos captain 
quits after just 4 games 


INVICTA Dynamos club captain 
Bobby Chamberlain scored his first 
goal in helping the Medway side 
clinch a victory over the Swindon 
Wildcats last Sunday - and then 
confirmed this week he was quitting 
the club. 

The forward has been offered a 
position at his family’s business in 
Hull and will hand over the skipper’s 
armband to defenceman Arran 


Strawson. 

He had played just four times for 
the Mos have joined in the summer. 

Head coach Kevin Parrish said: 
“Obviously we are very disappointed 
both to be losing Bobby and at the 
time of his departure given the 
success we enjoyed at the weekend. 

“As a club we will look to replace 
him as soon as suitable options can 
be found.” 


Plant tees off life on pro circuit 


ALFIE Plant took his first steps into 
the career of professional golfer on 
Thursday when he teed off in the 
Portgual Masters. 

The 2 5-year-old from Dartford 
dazzled at the Open at Royal 
Birkdale, picking up the silver medal 
as highest placed amateur. 

Following the Walker Cup earlier 
this month, he’s now turned pro and 


received an invitation to take part in 
the tournament, staged in Vilamour, 
which carries a £1.7 million prize 
fund pot. The star-studded event got 
under way on Thursday and 
concludes today (Sunday). 

However, he was struggling to 
ensure he made the cut by the end of 
the first day, carding a three over 
round. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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LAT16 is part of Leigh Academies Trust 
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